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1 HE foUonMiti^ plain and familiar LeBuret msill he found 
to contain neither more nor lefi than they fromife in the 
Title-page* The Reader is,prefented ivith nothing eleganf, 
nothing elab§ratef nothing- ahjirufe or myfterioun there is' 
very little entertainment in them for the faftidious tafie of 
the Critic y or the deep refe arches of the Metaphjficianm 
Yet it is hoped y that the humble Chriftiany 'whojefitft in^ 
quiry is, — ** What muft I do to be faved ?" ivill not he 
difappointed of an anfiver to this important queftion, fimilar 
to that lAihich luas returned to it hy the Apofile : he />, in 
the courfe of the/e Leilures, taught to ** believe in the 
•* Lord Jefiis Chriil, that he may be faved." But he is 
mlfo carefully iuftruHed in- the nature of that faith , to 
tuhich falvation is annexed ;' he is taught y thatfuch a faith 
is only fo far acceptable in the fight of God, ai it is a priUm. 
ciple of holinefsy and the foundation of obedience ; the one 
being the origin.^ and tl^e other the perfSioUy of Chrijiian 
dttty^ 

Thefe Difcourfes iwre compofedy as the Redder njoilleafily 
difcovery for the vfe of a congregation *very ignorant and 
uninformed: he i^ill find that the pious Author fcarcely 
takes it for granted y that his hearers have any notion of a 
Supreme Beings ivhofe poiver created, ivhofe nvi/dom 
governs, and ivhofe providence preferveSy the vjorld, and 
all things therein. ' Like a v}ije mafier-buildery therefore, 
he begins at the very foundation ; and his addrejfes^ ftf pru^ 
dently adapted to the capacities of his hearer iy are a/gumentg 
of no ordinary difcretion^ as voell as humility , in the Teacher, 
And here give me leave to obferve, that Mr, Dvikc' prefents 
himfelf, as- an example highly voorthy of the imitation of 
ihofe, Vihofe lot it may be to have a happier foil to cultivate ^ 
and minds more fufceptible of religious improvemtnt to in» 
form. 

IVe have reafon to apprehend y that his pious endeavours 
ivere not encouraged in proportion to his vcifhes and his 
expe^ations : *we efleem it, hovjever, a very favourable ,.■ 
circumftance to the i^hrifiian caufe, that he *was induced ff 
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Jar to engage in this necejfafy nvdrk, as to have left behind 
him this feries of ufeful and edifying inJiruSiom ; nuhich 
embrace the mofl important eonjtderations^ that can be fug. 
gefted ; the nature and obligations of the Chrifnn Covenant 
-^he inejiimable 'value of thi Sacrifice offered by the 
Saviour of mankind — The gracious influences of the Holy 
Spirit'^Tke initiatory Sacrament of Baptifm^ by nvhich lue 
are cleanfed from the defilements of original Jin — and the 
fan^ifying and ftrengthening ordinance of the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper^ by ivhich our gronvth in holinefs is ad. 
njancedy and our refolutions of future obedience are confirm. 
tdi-^Thefe are the principal topics ^ to ^which the attention 
of this pious labourer in Chrifi's 'vineyard iifas dire3ed^ 
fwith fvjhat fuccefs fwe ha*ve not been informed ; but^ nue 
irufty not fwithout much ad'vantage to himfelf in that great 
day of aceounty tvjhen no endea'vours to promote the interijit 
QfChrift*s religion Jhall fail of acceptance in his fight » 

In a nuordy our 'venerable author has chofen the mofi sife- 

ful and mofi interefting fubje&S^ and has treated them in the - 

elearcft and mofi forcible manner; he does not affed to make 

choice ofthofe topics ^ luhich hafve exercifed the pen ofcontro. 

^erfyy and *whichy after much difcujpony are noty perhapSy 

to this moment fully fettled; he has rather adopted the plan 

of that InfiruBory in *u)hom dfUJelt all the fuluefs of difvine 

'wifdom ; he has confidered ivhat kind of infir unions He 

chofe to deli*ver to his difcipleSy in^ thofe fermons^ 'uohich his 

infpired E'vangelifis ha'vd-tranfmitted to us : plain declara* 

tions ofpofiti^ve duty — earnefi exhortations to Cbrifiian 'vir. 

tue — forcible incitements to that nuhich is good — powjerful 

dijfuafi'ves from that lohich is e'vil-r^precepts calculated mt 

once to inform the judgment y to 'voarm the affeBions^ and re. 

form the heart — thefearefomeofthe leading excellencies 'oj 

that mofi admirable fyfiem of infiruQions contained in the 

Oof pel ; and the nearer the Chrifiian teacher approaches to 

this in the plainnefs of his doHriney the more good he *will 

find himfelf capable of doing y the greater fatisfaSion 'will 

he reap from his labours y the more conojerts ivill he make 

from the error of their evil *ways, to the knofwledge and 

fraBice of the truth, 

Fory in this form of doSrine, njohat is twantingy that is 
^ecejfary to operate on the mofi powerful feelings of the 

human 



••• 

▼u 



human mind ? Are our hopes of future good to he excited P 
What is fo admirably adapted lo this^ as a reprefentation of 
the joys and glories of hea'verr^ under e'very fimilitude that 
can atira^i our admiration p A ki^tgdom that Jkull endure 
for ever ; a pearl of ineftimahU price ; a treajure of inex- 
hauflible delight ; andy abo*ve all, the vijson of tl at alU 
glorious Beings in luhoje prefence is the fulnefs of joy ^ and 
at ewhofe right hand there are pleafures for e<vermore, Ji 
it necejfary that our. appfehetifions oj future e*viljhould be 
aiM.'.kened ? — What ^an more po*werJully effeSi thisy than, 
the declarations^ <which euen this dijpenfation of mercy 
abounds ^withy of e'verlafting punijhments prepared for the 
ungodly and impenitent ? ivhtch declarations, by the ^way^ 
are the ftrongeft tokens of di'vine goodnefs ; inofmuch as they 
are defigned to difcourage thi^Jinner from perfevering in a 
iourfe of difobedienccy and to check him in his progrefs to- 
ijards mifery and deftruBion, Do nioefiand in need of that 
ConfolatioUf ivhich Chrijiianity is fo eminently capable of 
affording ? What can fo abundantly furuijh this peace 
and fatisfaHiony as the gracious in^vitations addrejfed to the 
*' *weary and hean}y -.laden y** nuith the promifes mercifully 
annexed to them ? InJIjorty the judicious Preacher has a 
treafury before him in the Qofpelyfrom 'which he may at 
all times produce fuch infr unions and exhortntionSy fuck 
diffuafi*ves and encouragementSy fuch promifes and thrcatSy as 
the nature and circumjiances of his fituatio7i demand \ he <will 
al-ivays ha*ve recourfe to fuch argumentSy as may beji be 
deduced from thisfource to cen'vince the gainjayery to cor* 
reH the *viciouSy and confound the pride of the arrogant un^ 
belie-'ver. He is not required to renounce his reafony and 
literally to profefs himfelfa fool, that he may he entitled to 
the praife of true njcifdom : hut he i% expeBedjo far to yield 
to the authority of God y and of di<vine Revelation^ as not to 
fuffer the de dud ions of his fallible reafon to rife up againj^ 
ity or by any means tojiandin competition nvithit, 

St, PaulfaySy *^ / determined to knoav nothing among 
'' youyfa^je Jefus Chrifty and him crttcified ;** but I fup^ 
pofe no one that reads thefe 'words co?tceiveSy that the Apof 
tie literally confined all his kfwnvledge to thi< Jingle fubjedi 
he means y that the dodrine oJ the Crofs of Chriji ivas the 
§nly doSrincy upon ivhich he luould found his precepts of 
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holinefs and obedience. It is as if he had faid^ 1 nviH 
knofw no * other doBrine^ as the bajts of fal'vationy except 
that of * J ejus Chrifl, and Him crucified. The Chrijiian 
Preachcf 'will dt ivell to adopt this excellent maxim of the 
great Apoftle of the Gentiles; edifying his hearers on this 
foundation, and faring their minds nuith principles of 'virtue 
and kncfjx^ledge, of temperance and patience ^ of godlinefsy 
hene'volenccy and uni*ver/fil charity ; the genuine fruits and 
heft demonftratrons of that fcfith, luherehy ive Jhall he 
fwved. 

It is earneftly to he nxtijb^dy that as ivell in our cnvny as i>i 

other countries^ the mode of itijirudiony nvhich hath been 

here humbly rf commended^ and 'which is adopted in the foU 

ioiwing pagesj may become more general: fr even fuppoftng 

ma?7y of the Adults /;/ our congregations to ha^ve ad*vanced a 

fltp beyond this plain courje of Chriftian inftruBiony the he. 

ne-volent Mir:ift^r ofChriJi -will at this time findy that he 

has a new inducement to defcend as lo^w as the nature of his 

fubjeS 'Will admit, for the benefit and edification of thofe of 

his yourvger fcUow-chriftians, 'whom the liberality of the 

^i'^fus and opulent hath lately brought in fuch multitudes^ 

nuithin the reach of his religious infiruiiions. To thofty 

tmery truly confcientious Minijier 'will be Jludious to adapt 

his fentiments and his language y that all may profty and all 

may he edified by his difcourfes ; that the young may receive 

etirly imprefp^ns of the excellencies of that religion, ^which is 

/o he the future guide and companion of their li<ves ; and 

that theyy fwhofe happinefs it has been to be better informedy 

may he confirmed in the kno'wledge and pra^ice of the 

truth: that fo all may rejoice together in the day of re com. 

fence ; myhevy from the 'welUdire£ied indujiry of 'the 

Teacher^ and the happy proficiency of the dijcipley it Jhall he 

found y that the one h<ith not preached in 'vain y neither hath 

the other heard and believed in 'vain, 

* The number, by the lail return, in 1789, amounted to near 
300,000* 
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INTRODUCTOKT 



EXHORTATION. 



Dearly beloved Brethren^ 

As it is my duty and my pleafure to take every 
proper opportunity of doing you good, fo it is my 
earned defire, that you (hould (how a readinefs of 
mind to receive the inftru£lions which, througli 
God's a(Iiftance,^I mean to give you; and that 
you (hould bring with you fuch a pious difpofition, 
as will beft prepare you to hear the word of God» 
and to pradife it in your life and converfation. It 
is with pleafure I fee you aflembled ih this place; 
though I cannot but fear there arefome not as yet 
properly fenfible of the nature of the bufinefs on 
"which we are entering; and therefore I (hall, in 
the firft place, inform you, that when you come 
to Church, you are ferioufly to confidjCr for what 
purpofe you come hither, and how you ought to 
behave in the lioufe of God. Now, the bufinefs 
on which you come to Church, is to pray to God, 
and to give Him thanks for his mercies, and alfo 
to hear His holy Word read and preached to you^ 
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10 IntroduSlory Exhortation, 

Wfren you come to Church, you mean to join each 
other i 1 one and the fame aft of worfliipping the 
great God, in the houfe or place dedicated to hii 
honour and fervlce ; and you all mean to (how that 
you profefs the fame religion. It isjrue, we can 
pray to God in our houfe^ and I hope it is the 
conftant praftice of you all ; yet there muft be a 
^communion or agreement in all religious duties 
among Chrlftians: — they agree in the fame faith, 
and muft join in the fame worfhip ; and they do 
not make any public profeffion or declaration of 
their religion, if they do not aflemble together, and 
fhow their devotion and their zeal in an -open and 
public manner. That Chriftians may meet toge« 
ther to worfhip and pray to God, is the reafon 
why Churches were built; and the Church is called 
God's houfe, becaufe it is applied to holy iifes : 
for hither Chriftian people come to pray to Gon 
for mercies, both for themfelves and thieir Chriftian 
brethreti ; to return thanks for all the public and 
private bleflings they have received ; to hear God's 
wo'd read and explained to them, that they may 
be inftru£^ed in their duty ; and to receive the be* 
sefits of Chrifl's death and pafiion in the holy Sa« 
-crament. In the Church, infants are baptized; 
and no other place is fo proper for the purpofe ai 
the Church : hither alfo the bodies, of thofe arc 
brought, who we hope are departed in the true faith 
and fear of God, to be commiued to the earth, 
and decently to be laid in holy ground, until their 
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bodies Oiall be raifcd from the grave, at the laft 
day, and reunited to their fouls. Our Churches 
then, you find, are holy places devoted to God ; 
and therefore aril perfons ought to come to them 
with reverence. When we fet our feet in the Houfe 
of God, we (hould confider the majefty of that 
Great Being, to whom this place is dedicated ; and 
fliould remember, that God is faid to be more im« 
mediately prefent in all thofe places which are con- 
fecrated to Him ; that when we tread his courts, we 
go to meet Him there, and truft He will not only 
fee, but hear us. And if we expeft to meet the 
Great God in Church, when we appear to offer up 
our devotions to Him, we ought to behave there 
with ferioufnefs and foleranity; we ought to do 
nothing, which may difcover that we are off our 
guard, and not intent on the bufinefs which we are 
about. If any behave irreverently in Church, they 
are guilty of profanenefs, and treat the Great God 
with difrefpeA. Perfons who do this, offer an af- 
front to the Divine Majefly, whilfl they profefs to 
worfhip Him in this place. You may obferve, 
that Chriflians, when they firfl come into Church, 
appear as though they were faying fome prayer to 
themfelves :— and fo every one ought to do. As 
(Don as we enter into the Houfe of God, we fhould 
beg God to make us intent on, and mindful T, the 
great bufinefs we are going upon. Some perfons, 
it is to be feared, fay nothing, but ufe this as a mer^ 
matter of form ; others kned down, and fay the 
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12 IntroiuSlory Exhorttttion* 

Lord's Prayer to themfelves ; while others ufe'a 

proper prayer which they have learned. You, who 

as yet have learned but little, may fay to yourfelves a 

very Ihort prayer, when you firft come to Church, 

fuch as this: " Prepare^' O God, my heart h pray 

to Thee, and make me mind what I Jha1l here be 

taught, fir Jesus Chkist's fake'^ They who 

are better inftrufted, yet have not another form, may 

learn this fhort prayer : ** Lord, I am now in thy 

. houJe\ ajfijl, I pray Thee, and accept tf my fervicesl 

enable me, this day, to worjhip Thee with due reverence 

and devotion ; help all my infirmities, arid let i^e improve 

this opportunity to the honour of thy name, and the^ be^ 

nefit of my foul, through Jrfus Chrijl our Lo R D ." Or 

this form : *' Ahnighty and merciful God, $fwhofe 

only giff, it cometh, tliat thy people do unto Thee true and 

laudable frvice; grant, I befeech Thee, that I may 

Join in the prayers of thy Church with reverence and 

devotion, hear thy word with attention, and obediently 

folloiv the fame; that, my thoughts and defires being 

fixed on Thee, * the words of my mouth, and the me^ 

ditations of my hearty may now ^nd ever be acceptabh in 

thy fight, O Lord, my Saviour and Redeemer.'' When 

you have begged God to make you ferious and de. 

vout, endeavour to compofe your thoughts, and 

keep tbehi from wandering ; and when the Miniftei' 

begins the fervice, join with him in thofe parts o* 

it direfted for the congregation ; aad at the conclu_ 

fion of every prayer, fay fervently AMBN ; which 
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figni^es, 5^ let it ie, Q God, as we have prayed. ^ 
Wheri he reads the leflbn^, attend to them ;^ and 
remember that the Bible, fro|n which they are taken, 
is iho. Book of God ; which all Chriftians ought to 
know ; and when he is preacliing to, or admonifhing 
you, give good heed to what he fays. In this man- 
ner yoji ought to think and aft when you come to 
Church, that a blefling may attend the devotions 
offered by you in this place. 

And when the fervice of the Church is over, and 
you are about to depart from God's fancluary, you 
may fileiuly beg Him to accept the prayers which 
you have offered up ; making ufe of this fliort peti- 
tion to yourfelves : ** Good LoiVD, grant that what 
I have this day heard may turn to my gsod^ and make 
me better. Amen." Thofe among you who are 
betier taught, may fay, *' O Lord, mercifully re^' 
ceive thoje prayers which I have at this time offered to 

Thee^ and lei thy word take deep root in my heart : it 
tleafed to pardon thofe imperfections that have accom^ 
panted my weak performances ; * increafe in me true 

Religion ; nourijh me with all goodnefs^ and of thy greed 

mercy keep me in the fame^ through Jefus Chr(fi our 

Lord. Amen." 

We fliould all confider what we are to do 

before Church, at Church, and after Church, Be^ 
^r^ Church, our hearts (hould be prepared to pray ; 

we fliould compofe dur minds, and think that we 

are goii^g into the prefence of the Great Gob,- 

n. * Collet' for ninth Sunday after TriniC]E. 



14 IniroduSlory Exhoriation. 

At Church we (hould behave decently and reverently, 
and join attentively with the Minifter and congre- 
gation. It would be well if thofe who can read 
would bring their Prayer-books with them, to en- 
gage their attention, and keep their eyes from wan- 
dering. And after Church, we fliould confider to 
whom we have been praying, and what are the mer- 
cies we have prayjed for. This will lead to a ferious 
and lading improvement \ they who can read will 
do well to take up fome good book when they go 
home, and not fuppofe that we take leave of feligion 
when we leave the Church ; for, if we expeft reli- 
gion will ftand by us in the next world ; it muft con- 
fiantly attend us in this. What I have now faid, 
I hope will prepare you rightly to accept, and duly 
to profit by, the inftruflions, which I defign, with 
God's help, hereafter to give you : and if you are 
as willing to learn as I am defirous to teach you, 
I hope that, by our own happy experience, we fliali 
find our fatisfaftion mutually increafe, and that your 
improvement in gracTe and holinefs hath kept pace 
with my anxious defire to promote your happinefi 
in this world, ai well as in that which is to come* 
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LECTURE I. 



'^OF cod's universal mercy. 



Actg, Chap. X. Ver. S4, 35. 

Gifd is ne refpeSfer of perfons ; but tn every nation hi 
that feareth Him, and worieih righteoujntjs, is 
act epted wtth Him. 

My beloved Brethren^ 

\ AM glad to meet you here» in this li^fe oF 
God; and I hope and believe you come with a 
good deliga to be infiriided by me, in what will be 
of fervice to you in this world, and dire6l you to 
eternal happinefs in a better. I (hall take pleafure 
in giving you the bed advice I can ; and (liall fpeak 
to you in the eafiefi and plaineil manner, that you 
may all underftand what I fay. And I beg you will 
liften to me, as to your friend Jind well-wiflier; for, 
if ^oii attend to the good advict I am about to give 
you, you will know more than you now do, live 
better lives, and fuch as become real Chriftians : 
aod it will give me pleafure to obferve^ that mj 

congrega* 



16 On GoiTs unsverfal Mercy ^ / 

congregation ebave well when they come.to Church i 
that they are ferious, and attentive to What their 
friend, the Minifler, » fays to ihem ; and that they 
fhow a greater regard for religion, and a greater 
defire^ to be infllfuAed in their duty, than hereto- 
fore ; when they (btdonv^ if ever, came to Church, 
cither to pray, or to hear the word of God. I do 
not mean to deprive you of any reafonable amufe- 
ment, conTiIlent with the duties of this holy day : 
and therefore I hope you will not come hither un- 
willingly, and only now and then, but willingly^ 
gladly, and confiantly : for you have much to learn, 
and I have a great deal to fay to you ; and I am . 
defirous to talk ferioufly with you about the care and 
falvation of your immortal fouls ; a bufinefs of 
greater confequence to you than all things in the 
world befides. I will tell you how you may pleafe 
God Ap^ you may live happily here, and how you 
{nay be happy when you depart out of this world. 
AH this cannot be mentioned at once; you muft 
come hither at all times when thefe important. in- 
flrudlions are to be delivered, and the great truths 
of religion are to be opened and unfolded to you : I 
muft take time to explain thefe things, and'you mulfc 
be led to knowledge by degrees, ftep by ftep ; which 
will Qnly then be done with good effe£t, when y^ou 
lay' up in your thoughts and. memories what I de- 
liver to you* If any of you choofe privatdy'to aflc 
me any queftions about y«ur foulsj or what you 
muft do to be faved, when I have fioiihed what J 

have 
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have to fay to you in public, I (hall be ready to give 
you my beft advice by yourfclves, and to converfe 
with you in the rooft familiar manner : for I am 
really de'firous that you (hould all know more, and 
live better, than you now do ; and I hope to make 
more converts among you, than I have yet been 
able to make among thofe, for whofe' benefit I 
fear I have hitherto laboured* in vain. I invite 
you all to perfift in coming hither, even after your 
curiofity is gratified by the novehy of .the under^ 
taking : for I mean to explain to you many par- 
ticulars which concern your eternal falvation, and' 
unfold the gr^at truths of Chriflianity, to all. who 
(hall think it worth their while to hear me. Many 
of you, ' am grieved to think, are wretchedly ig- 
norant of the principles of religion, and in ex- 
treme need oi inftrufti n : let inc therefore intrcat 
yeu to confider it as a great advantage to youMhat 
opportunities are afforded you of cifTemhling together 
in the Houfe of God, on the Sabl>ath-day, for the 
purpofe of receiving information and direftion on 
fubjedls which fo immediately concern your happi- 
nefs in this world and the next. I fhall be able to 
judge, from your readinefs to attend, ^nd from the 
ferioufnefs of vour behaviour, whether you are 
likely to be benefited by my inftrnftion. Happy 
fhould I he, if the poor eft of my flopk, in this re- 
fpeH, would fct a good example to their fupciiors 
in rank and ftation. I woirld wilh them to know 
as much, or more, to behave as well, or better, 

than 
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than thofc wha can read, and have time and liberty 
to be acquainted wiih their duty, but have little in- 
clination cither to learn or praftife it. You will all 
confidcr, whenever you come hither, that you are 
in the Houfe of God, and therefore wi)l behave 
yourfclvqs with decency here* If you fee any o£ 
your ignorant brethren behave themfelves otherwife,. 
you will, I hope, rather be forry for and pity them^ 
than be difpofed to join with, or encourage them. 
All careleffnefs and folly ought particularly to be 
avoided, when people are met together for a reli- 
gious purpofe. The fubjefts on which 1 (hall dif- 
courfe to you are fuch/as, I hope,, will be thought 
not unv/orthy of the attention of your fuperiors, if 
they fhouUl be prefent, when I am addrefling my- 
felt more particularly to YOU. 

Thus, much it feemed neceflary for me to fay in 
the beginning of my inftrudlions and exhortations, 
that you may the better know my intent in inviting 
you to attend here ; becaufe If yen are convinced, 
as I hope you are, that I am your friend and well, 
wiflicr, you will fuppofe I mean to do you good in 
tlie work I am about; and I (hall be happy if* I 
2ni an humble inftrument, in the hand of God, 
cf converting any of you, be it ever fo few ; but 
if you wil] attend me every time I propofe to fpeak 
io you from this place,.! (hall hope to lead many 
of yQa.in the way of righteouFnefs. I fet out with 
telling you, from the Bible, that God is no rejpe5ier 
G./' pcffonSy but t!:at every one who fears God, and 

doeth 
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doeth that which is lawful and right, and leads a fo* 
her, a righteous, and a godly life, will be accepted 
with Him. You all know that God made you, and 
all things : and that this God is in Heaven above; 
and that He made the fun, moon, and ftdrs, and 
J whatever moves, and is above our head, and below 
our feet. Is it not, my friends, a great, comfort to 
know and be alTured, that though you are, many 
of you, obliged to labour for a bare maintenance, 
yet, while you are doing wl^iat is right and good, 
you are at the fame time employed in the fervice of 
a juft mafter in Heaven, who will be fure to reward 
you for it, and will make no difFei encc between you 
and the richeft perfoa upon the face of the earth ? 
For God is no refpefter of perfons ; we are all 
His creatures, and the workmanihip of His hands. 
He values no man for his riches or his power ; nei- 
ther dues he defpife or ovcilook any one for his 
mean appearance or his poverty. He loves none 
but the good, and hates none but the wicked : fo 
that, if you adl: according to the knowledge you have 
of what is right, and what is wrofig, you may depend 
on it, that God will a's readily reward you for living 
innocent, and ufcfui lives, as he will tliofe in a dif- 
ferent fituation of life ; and punifli you if you do 
what is wrong, though you may endeavour toexcufe 
ypurfelvcs by faying you are poor and unlearned,, 
and knew no better. All of you may and ought 
to know what is good, and what is evil ; when you 
do right, and when you do wrong. Your own 

minds. 
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minds, your own hearts can, under the flight in- 
formation' whieh you have hitherto received, telt 
you thus much, and reproach you for it : fo that 
you m^y be certaiit, that if your hearts tell you 
that yon have done what you ought not to do, you 
have offended your God by doing what he hates,, 
and has forbidden. You know 'already that you 
have fouls to be faved ; and you will be defirous to 
faveyour fouls, when yt)u fliall have leamt from 
fhofie^ who can put you in the way to- do it ; but till 
jou are better infoxmied »fid inlirufted, let me ad- 
vifeyou for the prefenttaendeavour to live accord- 
ing to the beft knowledge that you have*. You that 
are fcrvants, and l.jbourers, all know^ that you are 
to be juft, and faithful to your matters and em- 
ployers; that you are not to fteal or pilfer; that 
you are to be quiet and peaceable ; thai you are to 
do your work carefully and honeftly ; that you. are- 
to do no wrong, nor be guilty. of any farfehoo^ 
or fraud whatfoever. Thus much you all know, 
even the moil ignorant amoiTg you. A61 then ac- 
cording to this knowledge, and GoD will love you; 
He will look upon you as His creatures, and make 
great allowances for what you do not know, for 
want of being better and farther inftrufted. But 
now that you may get inftru6lion from yoiu" Friend 
(for {uc'w I confefs myfelf) in your duty, you will 
be very much fo blame if you do not feek it ; if you^ 
can be made wifcr, you furely will not be back- 
ward to feck ^fter wifdom. Let rae tell you, my 

friend s» 
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friends, that God has made different people for 
difiereni employments. Some are governors and 
magiftrates to make laws, and to fee juftice done; 
fome He has made parents, to take care of young 
children, and to fi;e that they be properly brought 
up ; ibme He has njade mailers and miflreffes, to 
take care of their fervants, a! id to give them proper 
maintenance, allowance, and fupport ; fome are 
ufeful labourers, whofe office it is to work for their 
living, and help to fupply others with the fruits of 
their labour. So that you fee, God has put all 
men in different ilations of life, to make us all ufe- 
ful to one another^ The mafter lives by the labour 
of the fervant ; the fervant is maintained by the 
care,, and at the expence of his mafter. The maf» 
ler and the fervant, the rich and the poor, live by, 
and fupport each other. It is true, the matter 
ought to be gentle and humane, but yet the fervant 
ought to labyOur diligently ; to be faithful, honeft, 
and obedient to his matter. We are all obliged to 
do fome bufinefs while we live in this world ; for 
God did not fend. us into it to do nothing; and if 
they, whom He hath appointed to the lower offices 
of life, honettly and quietly perform theii. bufinefs, 
God will regard them as ferving Him, and take 
as milch notice of them, as if they were the greateft, 
and richeft. men upon earth. Let me recommend 
it to you, whatever your condition may be, to dif- 
charge your duties with readinefs and cheerfulnefs. 
JDiligence and good behaviour will gain you the fa- 
vour 
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vour and efteem of the worthy and refpcftable : and 
will give you a reafonable claim to that a(Ii(tance» 
which the laws of your country afford you in^your 
old age, when you are unable to maintain and fup- 
port yourfelves : whereas many df your fellow-crea- 
tures in other parts of the world are in a ftate of 
cruel bondage, not allowed to reft from their la- 
bour, but fpurred on, without mercy, to fulfil their 
daily ta(k. No fuch feverity as this do you cxpc^ 
rience fiom the hands of your, fuperiors. They are 
willing to take care of you : if you fall into dif- 
trefs, they are ready to relieve you ; and while you 
continue to deferve their regard, they are always 
difpofed to Ilretch forth their hands to comfort and 
aflift you. None but the worthlefs, fuch as thieves* 
drunkards, idle, and diforderly, are in danger of 
being treated with unkindnefs or neghefl. And 
thefe, you know, render themfelves liable to pu- 
niftiment hot only by the law of God, but by the 
laws of their country. So that, my friends, I re- 
peat it again for your encouragement, if you will 
but be good, you cannot fail of being happy. 

Let me then recommend it to you, to difcharge 
your feveral duties with readinefs and cheerfulnefs» 
to go through your work with a good-will, and to 
fet a proper vulue upon yourfelves. There is fome« 
thing 1*0 becoming, and fo engaging, in an humblet 
modeft, and cheerful behaviour, that a little work 
done in that manner feems better done, and gives 
more fatisfadion, than a great deal more that is 

dont 
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iont with unwillingnefs, aud murmuring, and dif- 
•content. This diligence and good behaviour will 
gain f«r you the love and regard of your fuperiors, 
and preferve you from the miferics, which, in a 
greater or lefs degree, are always attendant on our 
mifcondufl. It grieves me when I fee or krfow 
that any of you have brought thofe punifhments <ff 
the law upon you by your faults, which a more 
careful behaviour would have led you to avoid : anji 
I feel for you as my fellow -creatures. Let me be- 
ieech you to behave in fuch a manner as to deferve 
the good opinion of all who fee and know you. 
You are many of you in a ftate of dependance, and 
mud know that you ought to be refpe<£lful and 
obedient ; and if you do youF duty with willing 
minds, you will never want friends, when through 
poverty, fickn«f8, or misfortune, you fland in greateft 
need of them. 

I cenfider the meanefl: of my hearers as a part of 
xny family, and I wifli to addrefs them in terms of- 
the utraoft tendernefs and afFeftion : by thcfe means 
I ihall hope to engage your attention, an' through 
God's help induce you to difcharge your duties 
with diligence and fidelity, not as eye-fervants and 
men-pleafers, but as they who know that their 
faithful fer vices will be accepted by their Mailer in 
Heaven. . In this cafe^ we know, that to treat our 
inferiors, who contribute fo mucji to our comfort, 
with kindnefs and humanity, is a duty which we 
owe to God ; it is a duty which we owe to you 

as 
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as our fellow-creatures ; and it is a duty which we 
owe to ourfelves, on acconnt of bur own intereft. 

If, you fee others doing what you know to be 
wrong, do not imitate them, nor plead their ex- 
ample, as an encouragement to you to do the fam«. 
If, they know their duty better than you, they ought 
to fct you good examples. You are not fo ignorant 
as to be unable to judge between right and wrong; 
fo that you ought to for fake the |)ad, and follow the 
good. This is the firft inftruftion I now give you : 
and I beg you to confider what I have faid to you 
this day, and remember the advice of your Friend 
and well-wiftier. 

I have a great deal more to fay, as opportunity 
(hail be given me : I fhall talk to you, if you will 
come and hear me, of God— of Jesus Christ— 
of your Souls — of Death— of another State after you 
die — of Bapiifm and Chriftianity — of Prayer— of 
Religious Worfhip — of the Sabbath-day — of. the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, and of the Ar- 
ticles of your Chriflian Faith, the foundation, on 
which your obedience muft be laid. — I fhall warn 
you of thofe vices or bad pra£lices, which will be 
both hurtful to your fouls and bodies. I entreat you 
to come to church conftantly and hear my advice to 
you, which I (hall always be moft ready and will* 
ing to give you ; efpecially if you give rae reafon 
to hope, that you will be mindful of that which I 
ftiall tell you. And God grant that thefe ipy endea- 
vours foF your good may be attended with fuccefs^ 

and 
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^d that I may be enabled to bring you to the know- 
ledge and love of God, and of his blefled Son Jefus 
Chrift ; to whom- be readered all praife and g'ory, 
.now and for evermore. Amen. 
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LECTURE II. 



OM THE GOODNESS OF GOD IN THE CREATI05J 
AND GOVERNMENT OF THE WORLD. 



Genesis, Chap.'i. Ver. I, 

In the beginnings Cod created the heaven and the earth, 

1 HE firft thing we are to believe, is, that there 
is a Qod : a great, wife, good, and powerful 
Being, who created the heavens over our head 
and the earth under our. feet. Every thing we 
fee is the work of this gheat God. We know 
nothing can be produced without^ fome contriver, 
or maker of it. We cannot make ourfelves, or 
give life to the fmalleft creature living: confe- 
quently there muft be a power that can do this, 
that can command every thing, and bring to pafs 
what makes moft for his glory, and fliows us the 
ilronged proofs of his wifdom. 

God is a glorious fpirit, having no bodily fub- 

llaace, nor pafTions of the mind, like unto us. 

Although the holy Scriptures, which we call the 

Uiblc, mention that the eyes of the Lord behold 
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all the ways of the children of men, and that his 
cars are open to their prayers ; yet this form of ex- 
preffion is oniy for our better underftanding God's 
knowledge of us, becaufe we cannot imderftand 
how any one can fee or hear without them, as He 
doth who is the maker of thera, and gave . us the 
power of feeing and hearing. So alfo God is faid' 
to have bowefs of compaffion ; by which is meant,* 
that He is very merciful, that He is tender heartfed, 
and pities the miferies and infirmities of His crea-* 
tures* Thefe words are ufed, to make us under- 
ftand fomething concerning the nature. of Gob, 
when we fpcak of the excellencies and perfeftion-s' 
tJiat belong to Him : forv without fpeaking after 
the manner of men, we fliould not knew how \.o 
exprefs ourfelves ; and therefore we ufe a language, 
Qt which we can all know the meaning. 
, The mod ignorant among you, knows that there 
is a God. When" you look up to the heavens, and 
fee that .great light called the fun, and fuch a num- 
ber of ftars, with the moon (hining by night, you 
bave already been led to conclude, thefe works were 
formed by an almighty hand. The fea is a great 
collefliion of water, which muft be placed where it 
ii-bv fom'e Being, who could confine it by proper 
bounds, and prevent it from overflowing thofe lands 
which are near it. - The high hills and mountains 
you behold, muft be placed where they are, by One 
who fornied this earth. You know you live and 
breathe. ' How could yon obtain th^t life and 
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ibreath, unlefs Cod gave them to you ? And if He 
'docs not continue them, you find you muft die» and 
crumble into d^il. By His Works then the Great 
Con is made known to you. We cannot fee this 
God ; for he is a Spirit, and at prefent we know 
not what a Spirit is. We may fay we do not know 
^hat that is we call otir fouls ; and yet we are con* 
vinced that we have a foul, which gives life and 
inotion to our bodies. Confider it is your foul 
that thinks, and tells you how to a£t. l^he body 
you fee, becaufe the body has outward parts, fuch as 
hands and limbss but the foul we cannot fee ; and' 
yet the foul is the thinking part within us, that 
dire<Els us in all we do. You fometimes make ufe 
of the terms, a bad heart, a bad mind, or a good 
heart or a good mind, according ai you fee people 
aft well or ilL You find that you think even when 
you are aOeep ; which is the mind or foul within 
you^ though you cannot fee it. So neither can you 
fee God, but may know Him by bis works* And, 
as this God made all things by his power, fo He 
governs and fupports them by his wifdom. He 
mull be a wife and good God, becaufe He has con- 
trived everything in the belt manner. 

Every thing would be in a ftate of diforder. If the 
wifdom of doD did not prevent it« You fee the 
regular and^conftant returns of day and night, the 
ieafons of beat knd celd, rain and dry weather, the 
changes of the moon, the ebb and flow of the fea : 
all ibefe are inflances of the great wifdom of Gob ; 

and 
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9tid that this God iVgood to allliis creatures. He 
gfve» health and (Irength, and food to eat;: and,. 
though we often ofTend Him, yet He docs not imme- 
diately punifh us, but fpares us wher\ we do anfir^,. 
and feeks to amend us by his bleflings. When we* 
are in danger, hifrgoodnefsdel^ versus ; when under 
difficulties, his goodnefs fupports us ;. when in (ick* 
ncfs,^ and ftruggling with misfortunes, his goodnefs 
interpofes ior our recovery, and relieves us in the 
time of diftrefs* He is good to all his creatures ; 
the bird» of the air and beads of the field tire fed, 
and nouriflled by his bounty ; and m^n, his crea*-^ 
ture, is the objc£t of his care and proUf^ion. 

Vou all of you know, when either by your own 
fEUiltfr yoa have run your felves into great dangers, 
or by (icknefs or any evil accident your lives have 
been in the utmoft peril, how the goodnefs of God 
luit wonderfully fuccouredyou, and preferved you 
from death and deftf u£);ion. All this proceeds from 
Goo's mercy towards you, and (hows that God i» 
a kind and gracious Being, difpofed at all times to- 
confult and promote* the benefit of hi» creatures. 
And this great and good God is our Fatlif r, t-he- 
maker and preferver of all his^ creatures, whom He 
watches over with afifedion and tendernefs. He is 
as much the Father of the pooreft and meaneft, as 
of the greateft and nobleft of. his creatures;. He 
made you as well as them, and you are all the work* 
manftiip of his hands. He is no refpe£ler of peN 
Tons : the good, howeYcr pooiv will he more re^ 
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jgrarded by Hirn than the bad, however rich or /^reat j 
ior He regards not the outward appearance of con- 
<lition, but the finccrity and virtue of the heart. 
Only take care to pleafe Him, and you may look 
upon and call Him your Father and your God j 
and He will acknowledge yoii as his children, and 
reward you with the joys of a better life than this. 

It is a great comfort to us, when we are in trou- 
ble and diflrefs, that we have fuch a Father to fly to, 
and can lay open our grievances and complaints to* 
Him. Hi« eyes are in every place beholding the 
evil ,and the good; and from Him no fecrcts are 
hid. The Ipweft beggar has the liberty of pouring 
forth his complaints to Him, if he fears Him, and 
takes care not to ofiend Him» Believe then in this 
great God,. truH in his wifdom and goodnefs^ and 
He will be nigh to all them that call upon Him. 
He has put us above the beafls of the earth, and 
given us underiianding to know Him. There is 
not one of you Jbut knows and believes there is a 
God above. You often call upon God to avenge 
your wrongs, when you fuffrt* innocently, and ap- 
peal to his juftice when you are wrongfully accufed. 
You pray to God in the fimplicity of your fouls, 
when you fiiffer pain, or feel ficknefe ; and even 
wantonly and profanely ufe the name of God, when 
you are in anger, and under the power of wrath 
and paffion. Thefe are plain tokens, that you be- 
lieve there is a God ; and if you fincerely do {o\^ 
I will tell you. how you ought to behave towards. 

Him : 
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Him: you mufl. fear Him, you muft love HKmv 
and you muft pray ufito- and worfliip Him. . By- 
fearing God, I mean you muft .be careful to d^if 
nothing that fhajl difpleafe Him : for though Goi> 
Mgood, yet He is juft. He punifhes the bad a» 
well as rewards the good. If you do wickedly, you/ 
do not fet God before your eyes; confcqu-eruly 
you do noi fear Him. You muft not fear God af 
a fervaut would fear a cruel mafter ; for though Ho 
is alUpowerful, H-e is no tyraru : .H«e commands us 
to fear Him, that we may not provoke Him t» pu* 
nifli us for our evil deeds. - If you love any one, 
you will certainly be afraid to vex or difpleafe Him,, 
efpecially if he has been kind and tender to you.* 
You will regard him as your beft friend, and Budy 
to obey his commands and do his will;,, you wilt 
not fear his power to punifh }ou,- fo mntii as- you 
will fear left he fliould withdraw his kladnefs from 
you ; your fear will proceed from love,, and not be 
the effeft of te'rror. In this manner you ought to' 
fear God. You will look upon Him as your Fa- 
tlier, and ftudy to procure his affcflion and regard. 
You know He made you, and therefore defervcs ta 
be treated with that obedience which is due to a. 
Father ; He preferves you, and therefore deferves 
your thanks for every mercy He beftows : He can 
feverdy punifh you, and therefore you ought to 
lake care how you offend Him : and you do offend 
Him, whenever ) ou a£l amifs. Though many ofyou 
perhaps cannot, read your Bible, yet you are fenfible 
that you do uQt fear God, when you afl againft the 
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fenfe and t^nviSion of your own minds ; but do 
thofe things wilfully and obilinately^ which you 
know Co be evil and unlawful. Now, if you re- 
member that God fee3 every a£lion of your lives, 
hears every word you fpeak, and knows every 
thought of your hearts, you will keep a ftrid guard 
over yourfelves, be careful to think, fpeak, and a6l, 
lite thoft who really and property fe^r God. You 
tnuft fear Him, becaufe He can ilrike you dead in 
a moment ; and you mud fear Him, becanfe He 
cannot only puniih you in this world, but in the 
world to come. When any of you are going to do 
a bad 'a3ion, only think that God fees you, and 
this thought will be a check upon you. He can 
fee It, though you n)ay vife all the %Tt and pains 
in the world to hide and conceal it. Onl]^ be in- 
nocent, and then you may leave your caufe to 
God, who will raife for you friends to ferve and 
prote£l you, and will find ways and means to make 
your innocence appear; but, if you do not fear 
Him, nor think upon Him, but rufh upon wick- 
cdnefs boldly and obftinately. He will bring you 
l^oth to (ham^ and punifhment. Think on the 
power of God, -and then you will be led to fear 
Him. He can fend ftorms and'tempefls to frighten 
us. ally and overwhelm us in ruin and deOru£iion. 
Thunder and lightning can blaft [or difmay us ; 
earthquakes may fwallow us up, dry weather may 
produce a famine ; and floods of rain may rufh 
down upon us, and fweep away all wepoffefs ; fick^ 
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neh may vifit us, and put us to greal pain and weak* 
nefs. Is not God to be feared, who can bring all 
thefe' evils upon us ? Moil certainly He is : how- 
ever, let that fear be in us which is the effcft of- 
love, not of terror ; let us all fear God fo as tO' 
teftify how much we love Him. God, as our 
Creator, Preferver, and BenefaSor, commands and' 
deferves our fincereft love. We muft love Him: 
above all things, and all perfons, with our whole 
Keart and foul ; that is, we muft think fo highly oR 
the mercies and favours we receive frojn this Great 
and Good Being, as 16 value Him as the greated 
and beft friend we have. Gan you have greater 
obligations to any one than you have to God ? Hh- 
formed you, and brought you into life : He fup-, 
ported you when you were very young, and couldi 
not take care of yourfelves ; He bleffes you with^ 
liealth and ftrength : He fend$ you food to eat, and 
Gommandsvthe clouds- to pour 4own rain, in order 
to give you the fruits of the earth in due fcafon ; 
and He has promifed, 'if you will love, and fear,. 
and ferve Him,, to make you happy in anotlier life,, 
ivhen you go out of this world. When you ferioufly, 
ditnk.of thefe things, you cannot but love your 
Maker, your Friend, your Father, and. Sapporter, . 
♦You &y. Yes, you do love God, and you know- 
He is-vcry kind and good to you.. But let me tell, 
you how you are to know,, whether you love Goiy» 
as you ought to^do-. Now, if we loVe a perfon, we 
fiiatl ftudy taoblige and ferve him ^ we (haii be fear- 
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ful how we offend him ; in fliort, wc (liall do every 
thing to pleafe him. This, and this only, is the 
bed proof oi our Jove : for, merely to fay you lov^ 
any one, when you are not mindful of his willies 
and defires, when you will offend him juft as hu- 
mour or paffion (hall incline you, when you can 
treat him with difrcfpeft one moment, and fay I 
am forry for it, the next, and again commit tlie 
fame fault without fear, or reftraint; all this is an- 
idle and vain declaration of your love. 

Many of you fet a proper value upon yourfelves ; 
and it is to be wifhed fome others, who live very 
diforderly lives, would do the fame. However, I 
■recommend it to you to love God heartily, and 
then you will fear to offend Him. Think of Hina 
conftantly ; believe that He is always prefent with 
you ; and when you are about to do any aft, only 
refleft that God*s eye is upon you all the time: 
your minds will tell you whether the thing you are 
about to do is evil or not ; and if your mind does 
^ell you it is wrong, by all means forbear doing it ;. 
becaufe, if you tranfgrefs againft the perfuafion of 
your mind, which God means as in fomc degree 
the diredlor of your conduQ, you can neither fear 

nor love God. 

The next duty you are topraflife towards God-, 
is to pray unto Him, to worfliip him. I will no^ 
explain this fubje^l now, but on another occafion; 
l)ecaufe I ha\ e a good deal to fay upon it, to teach 
you how you ought to pray tg God, and wbatwor* 

ftip 



Creaii^ and Government of the World. S€ 

ihip will beft pleafe Him. I h^ve now toid you 
many things concerning God, how you may believe 
in Him, fear Him, and love Him.; and let me beg 
of you to keep inyoipp minds all you hear from me; 
and to come to me regularly at the times appointed 
for your' inftruQion^ A little time fpent in . your 
attendance here will be well beflowed; for God,, I 
truft, will blefs tny endeavours for your good, and' 
incline your hearts to believe, and'dire6i; you to d^ 
what will make for your intereft- both in this world 
and that which is to come^^ It is the duty of mi- 
nifiers to inftruCl all their parifliioner^* in their re* ** 
ligion ;..and it is alfo the duty of all. parents, and 
tnafter^ and miilreifes of families, to fend, their ■ 
children and fervants to be inftru&d.. 

Private life cannot be happy, nor the public wefc 
£»re feciire, for any long time, without a belief o£ 
the do6lrine»j and an ohfervance of. the duties o£ 
Chriftianity ; fo that though I principally invite- 
the poor to come and hear my difcourfes, yet E 
ftiall be happy to fee others here alfo : as what U 
fliall fay will be of general ufe, it being onz fUbjeffc 
of general concern. P- obferve that for tlie rnoft 
part you behave well when y^u are in church. E 
hope every one here prefent will remember this is- 
the houfeof God : and Ihow, by a proper feriouf. 
nefs, the reverence due to this holy place. God^> 
forbid that you fliould come hither for any. purpofe 
but to receive inftruftion ! Idle talking, and ridi- 
culous jelling,, in this place, (how a great ignorance- 
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both of Religion and good manners, and deferve to 
be moll feverely cenfured and puniOied* I cannot 
reform a profane jefter ; if any fuch were among 
you, I fliould earneftly wifh him to keep away : 
thofe who arc ferious, and willing to be inftrufted, 
I (hail be glad to Tee con Uantly here. And I beg 
all who wi(h infiruSion, to put themfelves in the 
way of it by going to church» on Sundays ; for you 
all know that Sunday, or the Lord's day, is a time 
appointed^ by Goo for his public worihip, for hear* 
ing his word, and learning hi« will ; and tliat it is 
not a day for buHnefs or amufements. I hc^, hy 
degrees, to bring you to love t^he church, and come 
\o it with delight. I (hall then glory in your re- 
formation, and retura hearty thanks to Almighty 
God for the blcQir^ which He has been gracioufly 
pleafed to beftow on my labouF8.--^Te him be glory 
for ever and ever. Amen* 
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LECTURE III. 



ON REXIGI,OUS WORSHlFt 



Psalm xxix. ver»^. 

tForJhtp the Lord, with holy Worjhip^ 

T 

>*• TOLD youift my laft Difcawrfe, that you muft 

believe in God, (hat you 'maft fear Him, and 
k>vc Him ; and I then mentioned to you what kind 
of love and fear you ought to bear to this Great ^d 
Glorious Being. Now, if you really fear and love 
God aft you ought, you will pray unto Him and 
worftiip Him. I am t>ow to acquaint you how you 
are to pray to God, and what kind of worfhip will 
be moil acceptable to Him. You mull all know 
that we can do little or nothing for ourfelves with-- 
out the help and blefling of .the Almighty : we can<- 
not raife food to fupportus^ unlefs He gives us the 
increafeof our ground, and bleffcs the labour of our 
bands ; we cannot, when fick, reftore Ourfelv^s to 
health, unfefsGoD profpers the endeavours of thofe 
who attend us in our (icknefs, and makes the phyfic 
given to us the meaos^ of faving ut from death; 
we cannot fay this thing will pfiofper wkl> us, ov 

tha 
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that evil may not overtake us, unlefs God is witiv 
us to diiefttliat it (ball profper, or prevent the evil 
from happening to us. So that we mufl have re- 
courfe to GoD-maUwc undertake and defire ta 
perform ; and that we may obtain his help and. 
bJefling, we mud pray unto .Him. But you will 
obfeive that our prayers are not intended to infocni' 
God of. bur wants, for He knows them already ; 
but to declare our dependance upon Him, and to 
acknowledge ourfelves indebted to his infinite good- 
nefs, for all the mercies and favours which we re^ 
ceive at his hands. They fliow our fubmiflion to 
our great Crcdtor, from, whom come all our fup^. 
plies, and prevent our being puffed up with high 
thoughts of our own confeqjuencCy. fince we caa 
proraife nothing to ourfelves, nor perform any thing 
through our own flrength* So that we are to' pray. 
10 GdD for all we want^ for all that is needful both, 
for our fouls and bodies. And this we do, well, 
knowing what weak andbelplefs creatures we are. 
without bis conflantr and perpetual aid. To refufc: 
to beg mercies from God, is« to. fuppofe we can, 
help ourfelves^: which we cannot do. Uehas com^ 
Hiandedus in his word to pray, unto Him ^, and i£ 
we pray with a fincere heart, G.od^ will hear us. 

You thatf ace unlearned may want a form of prayer, 
to exprefs the defire of your hearts ; but remember- 
t<hat it is not fo much the words, as the heart,, 
which God r^rd«, j, your words may be plain; 
but it youri.eart is finceie^ God regards the heart 

more 
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mor^ than He does any language. You may faiy 
a (iiort. prayer for yourfclves, fuch as this : " I pray 
TKee, (? God, tc give me what is- good for 7ne, and ia 
remove from me what is cvil^ and afford me thy help 
and proteclion^ And this fliort prayer is eafily , 
learnt, and may be faid oiten, till you learn a 
longer. Too many, I fear, can readily call upoii 
Goo in a paflion, when they arc vexed, and are 
very apt to utter bitter wilhes and curfes. Now> 
coLvld not they as readily utter pious prayei s for a 
bleffing on therafelves and others ? Surely they ca» 
as readily call upon God to blefs, as to curfc them ; 
to remove the devil from them, as to fufFer him to 
take them ; and to fave their fouls in heaven, as fa 
fufier tnemto go to hell.' Suppofe, inftead of caMin^r 
upon Goi> to danmthcm, to the devil to take them^ 
which arefad curfes and terrible expreflions, they 
"were to beg God to blefs theno, to keep them from 
the devil, and fave their fouls in heaven ; this wouW 
le a good prayer, ar>d they might add to this ptayer^ 
that it wauld pkafe GoD» to give them ail things- 
BCceDTary and convenient for them in the world. 

Try now this prayer every night before you Ke 
down to^ flecp, and every morning before you go \xi 
work ; and be affured the Go d you pray to will be 
with you,, and make all that you do to profper : He 
will give you good thoughts ;. He willcaufe you to 
be beloved and valued^ as you will then deferve, and; 
keep you from all things that may hurt you. • If yoi^ 
think upon Gep, and pr^y uoto.Him,He will- think 
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wpon you, and do you good : but if you forget Him;. 
He will caft you oflTfor ever. Praying to God will 
be a CDnafort to you under every trouble you un* 
dergo : it wiU fpeak peace to your fouls whenever 
they are opprefled. You can eafily beg of God td* 
relieve your Sorrows in this manner : '* Gb^d Goo 
look upon me in nv^ trcubhi mnd give- me thy beavenfy. 
comfartJ* Your own minds wiH readily form thir 
prayer for you. Moreover, wben^any of you are 
faifely accufed, you can beg God to be your 
friend,^ and fliow your innocence.. But take care^ 
when' yon pray to God, that you pray not in the 
bitternefs of wrath and refentQient, but with hum*^ 
blenefs of mind, and true devotion.. 

Having told you what prayer mean», and recom* 
mended to you a> few ftort fbrnis, I wiH now inftru6b 
you,, how ybur minds ought to be aflPefled whe^ 
yoa pray. In the words of my text, you are re- 
^wivti to w$rjhip God with holyworjhlp: that is^, 
yoa mufl pray with devotion,, and in.a ferious man« 
ner. We rouft bend our knees, and; lift up our 
beartt with our bands- to heaven, when we addrefs 
our Mttkert We muftnot merely utter a few words,, 
without, attending to the meaning of tbepn, and think 
we have faid enough. No ! we miift be in eameft ;; 
^e miiftthink.to whom we are fpeakingr; and out. 
wofds {hould be the language of our hearts* We 
come Co God to beg favours frdm Him, and there* 
fore muft afk them in fuch an humble manner, and- 
vith fuch earnefinefs, as to. (how that we really^ 
wiihto obtaia what we defire*. 

If: 
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If any of you were to a(k a friend for any thing 
j-ou wi(h to have, you would a(k him heartily, of 
be would think you trifled. with him. In like man- 
ner, when you come before God, to lay before Him 
your wants and neceflities, you mud confider Who 
chis God is, and not offend Him by your want of 
ferioufnefs and attention. Remember, that He is 
a God of power, but that you are a poor feeble 
creature ; that He is a wife God, and that you are 
an ignorant mortal ; that He knows every thing, 
but you know not what ihall befal or happen to 
you the next moment. You will" then approach 
your Maker with a proper fenfe of his greatncfs, 
and your awn weaknefs and infirmity. You mufl 
pray to this God with a due forrow for your fms. 
We are finful creatures, and conftantly oflFend 
God ; fo that we have need of his gracious pardbn 
and forgivenefs. And we muft befeech Him to 
forgive us all our paft offences, and to give us grace, 
to afTift us ii\all our doings, that we may be more 
holy for the time to come. 

We are in this life expofed to many temptations, 
and too apt to tranfgrefs : we mufl; therefore be 
ienfible of our faults and imperfedions, and be pe» 
nitent when we confefs our fins : but wc muft 
remember alfo, that it is not fufficient merely to 
fay we are forry for having done amifs ; we muft 
alfo fully refolve to do fo no more ; for our amend- 
ment muft immediately follow our forrow. If 
any of us bad offended another who has power to 
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punifh us, can we fuppofe that barely faying vre 
are forry would excufe us,, without an alTurance o|* 
due care not to offend again ? The bed fign then 
of real forrow, is immediate amendment* This 
IS expe6kd from man to man, and the fame mufl ber 
obferved towards God. To ouc unfeigned forrow 
for having offended Cod» we mufl add a fincerd 
refolutioa to do fo no more ; and then we may with 
reafon trufl in the mercy of God for pardon and 
forgivenefs. When your minds tell you that you 
have offended God, you will readily be inclined to 
pray thus : ** God, forgive me all my pajl Jins:^ 
and make me better for the time to come** But then 
you muft both refolve and endeavour to grow bet- 
ter : mere wiflies will not be fufficient ;. you muft 
flrive to alter your ' praSice^, and amend your 
lives. This you may not perhaps be able to do at 
once ;: but you muft endeavour to do it by degrees ; 
and when God finds you willing. He will be moft 
ready to aflifl you ; till, from being wicked, you 
may become holy and religious. 

When you pray to God> you mull pray witlx 
minds as free as pof&ble from the diffurbance of arw 
ger,. and ill will; you mufl pray with gentlenefs of 
mind ;.you muf^ banifh all paffion or vexation ; for 
God. will not hear us, if we fpeak to Him wJiea 
our minds are ruffled and diftiubed. We mufl be 
content with* what he appoints to be our lot «ud 
Cation of hie. We are not to pray that we may be 
fuddehLy removed from one flate of life to anothcij, 

which. 
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which we know we cannot obtain : this wouW be 
a vain wifh and-en idle prayer. The beft prayer 
tliat you can -offer as to the things of this world, is 
that which is foand in your Bible, in thefe words : 
*•• Give me neither poverty nor riches ; feed me 
with food convenient for me ; left I be full and 
deny Thee, ancffay. Who is the Lord ? or left I 
be poor and fteal, and take the n^me of my God in 
vaiw?" 

Wefiiouldfttbmitto God's will, as always beft 
for his creatures : and the moft ignorant among you 
may form fuch a (hort prayer as this for himfelf : 
** O God, thy will be cUne \ and make me ehedient ta 
U in 9ti4hings, I am thy Creature y and I leave myjelf 
l9 thy difp^id ; let me not murmur at my lot^ but give 
me patience to hear whatever thy wijdomjhall Qrdain for 
me. Amen.'* I have mentioned fome (hortprayeis 
for you, which you may eafily learn by heart, and 
in which 1 fliall be ready to affift you at proper times. 
1 wifli you all thoroughly to confider the comfort 
and advantage you will have in praying to God. 
He will hear all his creatures who lift up their fouls 
to Him in hearty and earneft prayer, from the poor 
prifoncr in the dungeon, to the king who fitteth upon 
his throne : for God is far higher than the higheft 
ofthefons of men. Never doubt therefore but his 
ear will be open to your prayers, if you pray to 
Him in an humble devout manner ; for He made 
you, and yoa are his creatures. But let your 
devotion to God be made acceptable by the good* 

nefs 
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mfsand proper order of your lives ; for God hearetb 
not finners, continuing in their ^W courfes. So 
that you muft refolve to amend from this day, and 
endeavour to the utmoft to pleafe God, and thei^ 
He will hear the prayers which you offer to Mim, 
and He wiU give you good thoaghts, and put good 
words into your mouths*. 

As I have now difcourfed to you concerning 
God, in my next inAru£lions, I (hall difcourfe 
to you concerning JefusChwft;— Who He is; — 
What you are to believe about Him, — ^What He 
did to fave you, and— -How ypu may receive the 
benefit of that falvation ; only obferving concerning- 
Him at pr^fent, that it is ibr His fake that our 
prayers are heard. As this will be a neceflary dif* 
courfe for you to hear, I invite you eameftiy ta 
eome and hear it; for a great deal depends upon 
die death and merits of Chrifl;, for fuch poor finfut 
creatures as we are. God be praifed in this which 
we call, and I hope not improperly, a C.b»fiiaa 
country^ there are very few even among the moft* 
ignorant that have not heard of, and that da not bcr 
lieve in Jefus Chrift ;. but I wilh to tell you more 
of iiimthan you know at preient; by no Boeant 
therefore omit this iwerial part of my inflruaioni r 
and let me at this time ferioufly recommend it tQ> 
you, to offer up your hearty prayers to GoD for all 
his mercies and favours, and to leave yourfelves to- 
God's good pleafure, whether He fhall grant or 
deny your sequefts. GoD doth, not always grant 
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■ ■ .' ♦ 
jnnnediately "tvTiat He defigns to grant, and hath 

given us the fullefl: perniiflion to a(k. He delays it 
perhaps for a time, to exercife our patience and 
truft in Him* Befides, we often wifli and pray for 
many things^ which, if we had them, would prove 
liurtful to us. God, in this cafe, is fo good ah^d 
kind, as not to giveus what He knows would turn 
to fnares or curfes, in(l«ad of bleflings. 

We muft pray that his will may be done, becaufe 
He knows, better than we do ourfelves, what will 
Be rood for his glory and our advantage. And again, 
let me beg you to remember, that holinefs of heart 
and life, an utter hat red of fin, and a love'of virtue 
mufi attend our prayers ; for God, as the Scripture 
tells us, will not regard finners who coQtinue in 
love with fin ; but * if any man be a warjhipper of 
God, that is, believes in Him, trufts in Him, and 
defires to obey Him, him God heareth. , As we arer 
not able of ourfelves to walk in the command- 
ments of God, and to ferve Him; fo let us beg 
of God to give us his grace, that is, put good 
^thoughts and good inclinations into out hearts, that 
we may ferve and obey Him truly and faithfully all 
the days of our lives ; and each of you may very 
properly pray thus : " Incline my hearty God, to 
mU goodnefs^ and make me thy true and faithful fer-^ 
vant^ through 3 Esv s Chki ST.** Amen. Pray to 
God every day t)f your lives, in the evening before 
you lie down to reft, and in the morning as foon as 

• John ix. 31. 
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Oy THE MERCY OP GOD IN THE REOEMPTIDM 

O^ SINNERS. 






1 Timothy, Chap. i. Ver. 15. 
Jejui Chrift came into the world tefavejinners. 

^ ' ■ 

You have all beard of our Saviour, that He was 
the only begotten Son of God ; that He came down 
from Heaven, and was born in this world ; that He 
died for the (ins of mankind; and that God will, on 
our repentance for all our fins, believing in this 
Saviour, and obeying his commands, forgive us our 
offences, and receive us into Heaven, on account of 

what Jefus Chrift hath done for^ us. . Remember 
then, that JeTus Chrift died for us all ; for all man* 
kind, without any difference or diftindion of per* 
fons ; for high and low, for rich and poor ; fo that 
the meaneft of us all are capable of the falvation pro- 
cured by Chrift, if we believe in Him, if we are 
convinced that He is our Saviour, and will obferve 
and do all wliich He has commanded us. Without 
this, none of us can exped to be faved ; as that fal* 
vation is offered to us on certain terms and condi* 

tions. 
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Honf. This Jefus Chrift was God as well as Man % 
as Geo He faved us ; as Man, He died for usv 
We are told in the Bible, that when He canwr 
into the world, He was both God amd Man; 
but how He could be both we cannot unden- 
Hand : yet this we muft believe, becaufe God hath 
told u^ fo, who is Truth itfelf.- There are many 
things we believe, that we cannot underfland. For 
inftance: does any of you knowliow the blood in 
your bodies runs into your heart and veins ; hov*" 
trees and plants grow from feeds and roots ; how 
the wind blows, and what kind of thing the wind 
is ? You fee thefe things, and know they are fo^ 
but cannot tdl how they are brought to pafs* So 
likewife there are many truths, which our know** 
ledge and experience tell us are fo, but yet we can- 
not account for the nature of them. There is but 
one God ; and yet we believe this J efus Chrifr, our 
Saviour, is God who faved us, and was Man who 
died for us ; but how the divine nature was joined 
with the human in the perfon of Chrift, we cannot 
tell ; becaufe God has not declared this to us, and 
becaufe the fubje£l is beyond and above our under^ 
fianding. You are to believe that this extraordinar)r 
Being came down from heaven, being fent into the 
%vorld to fave you. This was the end of his being' 
born, that He might die for our falvation. But be* 
fore his death. He told us the will of God; He 
told us what He expeds.to be done by all his crest* 
tures, before they can be faved* 

C You 
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You are certainly deCrous of falvation wbcn you 
die,^and therefore you ought to know what you muft 
do to be faved. As I told you before, that you muft' 
believe in God, fo I now tell you that you muft 
believe in Jefus Chrift ; you muft beljeve Him to 
be the only beloved Son of God ; that he was born, 
in the world, and lived feveral years in it ; that H« 
fhowed his great power by doing many wonderful 
works ; fuch as curing the fick by a word, or by a 
touch ; giving fight to the blind, making the lame to 
walk, and railing the dead. 

All thefe were wonderful works, which none but 
God could do^ or could allow to be done by others. 
Thefe works (hewed the great power and authority 
of Jefus Chrift, while He was upon earth ; and as 
He worked many miracles, fo He preached to 
others, and told them the will of God. Now 
vrhat He faid wh^n upon earth, is put down in 
writing, in that book of God which we call the 
New Teftament; and which, if- you will come 
and hear me, I will endeavour to explain to you in 
the beft manner I am able* 

I will tell you why this Jefus Chrift our Saviour 
came down from heaven to fave fmners, becaufe 
fome of you may wifli to alk me, •* Could not God 
fave his creatures of his own free mercy, without 
fending this divine perfon Jefus Chrift, into the 
world to die for thera ?" Pray remember, in anfwer 
to this enquiry, that God is a juft God. If He 
fays He will punifii all finuers. He muft do fo ac. 
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cording to his word. But yet He may fave th6m» 
confidently with his goodnefs, for He is a good God ; 
and-He heft knows how he may be juft in the pu» 
niOiment of fin, and yet merciful in faying finners, 
and forgiving their oiFences. Nothing could fatisfy 
the juftice of God in forgiving finners, but his 
Son, our Saviour, dying for them, and taking our 
puiiiQiment upon him(VIf. God himfiplf, of his 
•wa mercy, found out a way, whereby He could 
fatisfy his juftice in forgiving uspoor finners, with« 
out contradidling Himfelf; and this 'way wds, that 
Chrid fliould come into the world, and die for us ; 
that a Great Perfon fliould come from God, who 
was d^ar to God, and was with Him in heav^ 
before the world was; and, after living a hfe of 
holinefs and perfefl innocence, (hould fufler a cruel^. 
death in our behalf, and by his punifhment f«r our 
fins fliould fave us poor creatures and finners from 
God's wrath. And ace not you, my Friends, com* 
forted with the thought, that the Son of God died 
to fave you, and that you will be fayed, if your con* . 
tinuance in fin does not deprive you of fo great a 
mercy ? It is my heart'* defire to put you all into . 
the way whereby you ipay be made partakers of this , 
loving kindnefs^ 

Jefus Chrift is called our Saviour and Redeemer, 
becaufe He faved us frona the punifliment due to 
eur fins, and redeemed us ; paid down a price, no 
lefs a price than his own blood, to purchafe our 
freedom from the Untxy qf fin and Satan^ that is 
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the devil. He it called eur Mediator, 6ecaufe He 
intercedes for us« and b^ihis. Father in heaven t^ 
pardon all our fins« and m^e us h^py in the world 
tp come. When we have offended Gon^ we now 
Inow how to apply, formevcy and forgiveneft; we 
JiegGoo not to for{ake U8, on our fliowing a true 
Ibrrow for our fins, and hearty purpofes not to of- 
fend again. Were knot for this- Mediator, we all 
know ourfelves tx) be fo gre^t finners, and are fo 
fenfibie that the great God is a pure and holy God, 
that we ihould not dare to, approach his divine Ma- 
jefly without forae one to intercede and beg for ' us ; 
and therefore we all plead themerlts of Jefus Chrift, 
whatfle has done and ful&red for us, as an atone- 
ment for our paft tranfgreflions. Chrift i$ called 
our Advocate with the Father, I will tell you 
what an Advocate means. When a fervant has 
grievoufly offended his maftcr or a child its parent, 
it 18 naturaUto expeft that he (hould fly from pu- 
nifhrhent^ and that he (hould be eamellly deflrous 
to procure fome friend to beg for him, that be may 
be forgiven. This friend is his Advocate and in- 
terccffor: fo called becaufe he ftands between the 
offending child or fervant and his parent or mafter'g 
^geri and delivers him, by his interceflion, from 
the punifhment he feared. Thus the cafe ftands 
between God and us. Wie have «fiended God, 
and fear He wilt punifli us. His'juiHce obliges 
Him to do fo : but we Want fome powerful Advo- 
cate to befriend and intreat for us« This friend is 
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Jesus Christ; and though we cannot Begsfor* 
givenefs for our own> fakes, yet we pray that He 
will gracioufly pardon ug for his dear Son's fake, 
our Mediator, Advocate, and IntercefTor, who we 
truft will plead for us, and on whofe merits we 
confidently rely^ . • ♦ 

You fee how necelTary it is, not only to believe 
in Jefus Chrift our Saviour, but to truft in Him ; 
becaufe we can fay nothing ^n excufe for ourfelves 
to a juft and perfe£l God : but we have a kind^ 
Friend in the court of heaven, who will undertake' 
our caufe, and can ferve us effeQually. As we own- 
Chrift for our Saviour, fo we glory in the name 
and tiilJ^ of ChriflianSr A Chriftian is not only 
one, who has been baptized in the name &i Chrift^, 
but who is alfo a believer in and follower of Chriii^. 
He owns Chrift as his Lord and Matter, who died 
to &ve him and all mankind ; and he promifes U> 
obey all his commands. Every one^w ho takes upon 
liim the name of Chrift, Ihowld depart from ail 
iniquity ; and, as far ^s he is able, live in obedience 
to thofe rules of righteoufnefs and godlinefs, which 
Jefu&^Chrift has given us.. When we own Him 
for our Head, we ihould fliow oiir fubmiflion to 
that Head, obferve his rules, and obey his orders 5 
©therwife we cannot be in fubjeftion to tlie power 
which we acknowledge ; and fince we own Cbri4 
as our Head, our Lord and Mafter, none of us can 
be true Chriftians, if we decline the fervrce wewii- 
dertiike, and conform to our own pfeafure, rather 

C 3 than 
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than to the will and authority of our fuperior. And 
furely thie great things which Jefus Chrift hath done 
for us, Ihould make us all hlefs GoD for giving us 
fuch a Saviour, whofe merit hath f^ved us from 
eternal death and deftruftion, and opened to all fin- 
cere believers and true Chrift ians, the gates of the 
kingdom of heaven. We are redeemed with his 
blood; we can now fly to. God for pardon and. 
.peace, having fuch an advocate in our behalf. He 
is the Saviour of us all ; and even the pooreft of 
my hearers are jequ^Uy entitled with the rich, the 
noble and the great, to the benefit of his death and 
palFion. 

Rejoice ihen in this Ineftimable blefEng, and do 
not let it flip from you. You fee many, who call 
ihemfelves Chriftians, live wicked and diforderly 
lives, refl:ing merely in outward belief, without 
pradtiflng-the duties of their religion. Chrift is not 
taught, and his religion fliould'nbt be profefled, in 
that manner. We fliould not make void our Re- 
deemer's merciful defign to fave us ; for, confider- 
ing what God has done for us in fending his Son 
into the world, it is plain He defires our falvation 
more than we ourfelves do. Poflefs then your hearts 
continually with the belief, the certainty (if it be not 
your own fault) of being faved — of being faved, and 
happy for ever. Your time in this world is but 
fliort; in the world to come you are to live for 
ever. What a rieward is here promifed and held 
out to you, if you will be fuch as you arc in God's 

holy 
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htAy word commanded to be, and fuch as by God's 
help, you may all be enabled to be / For although 
It is true that we are all finners, yet it is our oWn 
fault if we continue wilfully in the pra£lice of fin. 
Our greateft danger lies, in not confidering what 
lives we lead. We are apt to lay hold of the me- 
rits of Chrift, without doing any thing on our parts 
to-entitlc us to the benefit of themr But our reli- 
gion teaches us a very different leffon. If wc arc 
Chriftians> we muft live and aft like Chriftians, • 

We cannot love Chrift, if we do the things which 
He has forbidden, and refufe to do what 'He has 
commanded. If we do our utmoft to pfeafe God, 
He will affift our endeavours ; He wifl pour good 
thoughts into our hearts, and enable us to withftand 
and overcome the many temptations we meet with : 
He will alfo forgive us, for the fake of our dear Sa- 
▼iour, fach fins, as are the eSe&. of thofe frailties 
and infirmities, to which the very beft of us are fub- 
jeft, in this flate of weaknefs and infirmity. Bat 
we muft ftrive'againft fin, while we remember that 
Chrift Jefus came into the world to faye finners : 
for although he died for all, even to procure grace 
for the recovery of obftinate wilful finners, they 
will, neverthclefs,, be made to feel the punilhment 
of a juft and holy God, unlefs they become fen- 
fible of their offences, and ftrive to amend their 
ways. Sin, we are told, is the work of the Devil. 
You doubtlefs have heard of this enemy of man* 
kind, for many of you too often mention him. I 
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wiH tell you who the Devil is; and then yoir wiU 
be convinced, that you ought to fly from him, and 
forfake aU his wicked works. 

The Devil was once a glorious Angel, ana dwelt 
in heaven : be rebelled againft God, ^and thereby 
loft all the-honour and glory he once pofTcfled. He 
then became a finner, a fallen angel ; and ^s he 
bates and defpifes the great God, Jie tries to make 
others as wicked as himfelf, that they may (bare in 
bi)B fault and his punifhment. So that all finners- 
•dative work of the Devil, becaufc fin comes from 
this wicked and malicious Spirit. Now, if we are 
convinced that the Devil means to hurt us, and 
make us truly miferable, we fhould look upon hlrn 
as our word enemy, and do none of his works. 
He would mak« us^ if he could, as wicked, and 
^onfeq.uently as wretched, as himfelf : but remem- 
^ber, our Saviour canse ioto the wcm Id to defeal bis 
jnifcbievous def^bs, and bring us all to God. So 
that if we do evil, we follow the example of a fle- 
ing whois.ftrrving to ruin and undo us; but if we 
turn to Chrift, and do that which is good, and pray 
to God to put into our minds good inclinations and 
defires, the D6vil will fly from us, and will no 
longer tempt us. You would fufely rather cleave 
to your friend than to your enemy. Be affured then 
that your Saviour is your friend, and that the Devil 
is your enemy, in the fulled fenfe of thofe words ; 
the former came into the world, and died to fave 
yau: tije latter goeth about, continually fecking* 
whom'he may deftroy. 

This 
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This FricHci invites you to be faved, v^hile the 
I>evil 18 perfuadirrg you to do exnl, and to be aS' 
miferable and unhappy as he is. Chbofe yoar beft* 
friend, and you will find youf Savlotir to be fo. We 
Bjuft netds redk-6h him as our beft friend, who de* 
lights to makfe us h«ippy, and'atcotint him out enie- 
xfiy, wh^ wotild lead us into tmklhf and rufn. Q^a 
tHcn y6nt Swvkmr to be your bfeft friend, for He 
Idved you fo deariy, as to die fof yon ;. and fufrfy 
if we love this Friend, W6 fh^ dlt<^d to what He 
fay4iv.andfoliowhisinftruaibft*«n4 fcx^tnple.^ The 
Divil cannot huft us, if ^^foMoiw aft^rGoD. Refill 
the Devil and" he will flee from you ; draw nigh to 
God, ftnd he will draw nigh to you*;. the evil 
Spirit wilLnot be able to previiil ^gainfl good Chrif- 
tiatis: and'thof^ who are in deed, ^s well as in 
Hume, the children of Goi>, Cl^rift will then ac- 
knowledge to be his ; H^ will ftand by us, and 
affiff us ; Hie will give i» peace and comfort of mind 
in this worW, and marfce lis truly happy in the wofld 
to^oiiie. Yo« now fee, "ttsy Friends, how great 
a bleffitigit is^.or may be," for you and all man- 
kind, to have fiich a Saviour a§ Jefu^ Ghrift. He 
is the Saviour of all them who believe in Him 
and obey Him, without any diftinftion of country, 
or fortune, om>utward condition. J He died Tor us. 
all, fo that we may aH receive the- benefes of his^ 
death, if* we will conform to his will/ and obey 
his laws* Had we not been finners, Jefus Ciirifti 
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would not have died for us ; but He knew we had 
offended our God, and defer ved punifbment ; and, 
rather than we Ihould be undone for ever^ He came 
on purpofe to fave us. 

Pray confider the need you had of a Saviour, and 
be thankful to God for bis great and ineUimable 
love to all his creatures, iri fending his Son into the 
world to fave them. Salvation means not only a 
deliverance from the grcateft evils we can fuffer, 
but alfoan admiifion to the enjoyment of the greatefl 
blefTmgs we can receive. If you value bleffings, 
'ive holy and virtuous lives, that you may obtain 
them ; if you dread evils, avoid all wicked prac- 
tices, that you may efcape them. God will- then 
love you ; Jefus Chrift will then acknowledge you 
as his followers and difciples ; and whatever your 
lot may be in this world, Chrifl has. died for you, 
and will make you happy in the world to come. 
Think ferioufly on thefe things, upon which I have 
now difcourfed with you ; and I will tell yqu how 
you may be Chriftians, both in name and in deed ; 
what are the bieffed eSEefls of being baptized, and 
of being made children of God, members of Chrifl, 
and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven : and .God 
grant that thefe my inftruflions may be for your 
eternal benefit, for the fake of bis blefled Son 
Jefuji Cbrill our Lord. Amen. 
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EpHf:siANS, Chap. iv. Ver. 1. 
ff^Jk worthy of the vocation wherewith you are called, 

I PROMISED to tell you, the laft time I dif- 
courfed with you, how you may become Chriftians 
cot only in name but in deed. I acquainted you- 
tbat thofe are called Chriftians, and indeed they 
only are fuch to any faving purpofe, who having 
been baptized into the name of Chrifl, own Him 
for their Lord and Matter, and live as their Saviour 
h^s dire£ted and commanded. I told you who this 
Jefus Chrift was^ that He was the only Son of 
God, and that He came down from heaven, and 
died to fave mankind : and that all of you, if you 
choofe it, may have the benefit of this falvation ; 
for, if you- believe in Chrift as- our Saviour, and 
love Him, and do what He has commanded, though 
you are many of you poor and ignorant, yet, by 
doing the bcft you can, you will be owned by your 
Saviour, aod as fully entitled to the merits of his 
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death, as the wifeft and moft learned among your 
fiiperiors. It i« not fo much knowledge, as a good 
life, that is to carry us tohcavcn, when we go out 
of this world. You may not have the fame means 
and opportunities of learning, as others have, nor 
the fanle infiru<9:ions given yoii : but yet if you will 
maKLC ufq of all the means of grace ahd inflruftion 
wliich are within your reach, you will foon become 
wifer and bett^er than you are, and will learn to be 
Chriflians, not in name only,, but in deed and ia 
truth. 

In the New Teftament, which is called the Gof- 
pel of Jefus Chrift, is written all that o^r Saviour did 
and taught while he 'was upon earth. The Gofpet' 
is a word, which fignifies the glad tidings or news aE 
Salvation ; becaufe therein God was pleafed to 
declare, that all finners were reconciled to their 
offended Creator, and might, if they pleafe^ be 
brought to this great falvation. — Before you can be 
Chriftians, indeed as well as in name, you muft 
believe in the Gofpel, or that Word of God, which 
brings you the news of Salvation : and promifes,^ 
. for Chrift's fake, to make you happy. It is not 
enough to be received into Ghrift's Chureh,^ and be 
mac^e member^^ of Chrift, by being bapti2^d, or 
chriftened ; you muff alfo earneftly pray for a true 
fuith in God*s holy word^ in which He has gra- 
cioufly promifed us Salvation, and taught us- how 
to obtain it. It is a very great bleffing to us,, that 
He hais declared to us what is good, and what He 

requires 
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requires from us ; that He Jias fet before us the 
wa-^ to life, and the way to death, and taught us 
what we muft do to be faved ; and this, being the 
word of God, does effeftually work in them that 
believe. 

The holy Scriptures have this advantage over ail 
other books, that all who read them, or hear them 
explained, with an honcft mind and good heart, fliall 
know or be convinced of the do6lrines or things^, 
therein delivered, whether they be of Goxv. In 
ibis Book, from whence all my inftru£tions and 
exhortations are drawn,, we learn what Jefus Ghrift 
our Saviour did for us ; how wjb may pleafe God 
and obfcrve the things that are written therein ;. for 
we cannot be ChriflianSy and live as Chriflians,. 
unlefs we believe and obferve the rules of the Gof- 
pel. — Many fay they believe the Gofpel,. that i* 
iwhat Jefus Chrift hath faid and comn\anded therein *y 
and yet they live very differently from what they 
profefs. Inflead of loving and honouring Ghrift as 
their Mafler, they (fcfpife Kim, and do_not treat 
Him as their Saviour. When they follow not the 
things which make for their falvation, they de- 
feat the gracious defign of God for their good, 
and turn their backs upon tlieir greateft friend and 
Bencfa6lor.. 

It is now time to fet before you the defign of- 
Ghriftiajiity, and the means appointed by God him- 
felf for bringing that defign about; for I muft ex- 
]jkua Religion to you , befbre I invite yoq to em-^ 
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brace it ;_ I muft tell you what Religion means, and 
where we are to learn it, before I perfuade you to 
, profefs it. God hath given us his Holy Word, 
which we call the Scriptures, or Bible, wherein 
we come to the knowledge of Him, and his glo- 
rious per fcft ions ; viz. that this God is infinitely 
good ;; and therefore to be loved above all things ; 
that He is infinitely juft, and, therefore, at our pe.' 
ril not to be offended ; that He is infinit-e in power, 
and, therefore, to be feared. 

By this Word alfo we come to know our own 

. condition ;, that we are fallen creatures,, and be- 
come liable to God's wrath, and altogether depend- 
ent on his mercy and compaflion. This God is 

. pleafed to offer us his. pardon upon the moft eafy 
terms. Obferve, I pray you, what they are : we are" 
to make his word the rule of our faith and manners-; 
weare to believe in hisSon Jefus Chrift, and praftife 
what He taught us while He was upon ^arth : having 
been admitted into his houfehold, the Church, by 
baptifra, by which holy fervice we became God's 
children, and heirs of the kingdom of heaven ; we 
are to pray unto God for all the mercies w« want, 
and praife Him for all the benefits we have re- 
ceived : we are to beg pardori for all our fins and 
tranfgreffions, and refolve, through God's help to 
fin no more ; and we are to place our hopes in the 
merits of Jefus Chrift, to fecure and obtain for us 
eternal falvation. This is the religion of Chriftians, 
and mult be profeffed by all, who wifh to be Chrif- 
tians. 
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tians. .This is the religion which will make you happy 
both here, and in the world to come : you cannot 
then but think it your intereft, and ' molt affuredly 
it will be for your benefit, to embrace it. If this 
Religipn makes your minds eafy,^and your lives 
happy» furely you will follow that, which yoa are 
convinced will fecure for you the favour of God, 
and the good- will of men. 

Suppofe a fon were told, when he lias offended 
his parent, that if he will do fome eafy thing, he 
may gain his pardon, and obtain his kindnefs ; 
would he not think himfelf happy to do fo ? But 
he knows it mufl be on this condition, that he is 
to be forry for his offence, and guard againft com- 
mitting the like for the future. Now your hea- 
venly Father whom you have often offended, is 
God : and you always offend Him, when you do 
what is evil; and yet He has promifed to forgive 
the wicked man when he turns away from his wick- 
ednefs, and does that which is lawful and right. 
You are to believe all which God tells you is his 
will. But none, except that Perfon who came 
from God, could know the will of God ; ^ Jefus 
Chrift is He that came from God ; He it is that 
. bath declared to us the w^ill of God. 

Now, if we are thus enabled to difcover what 
God would have us do, we are furely bound to do 
it ; efpecially as God has made our duty to be our 
intereft and oar happinefs ; for you will find. He 
hath commanded us nothing hard, nothing unreafon^ 

8 V able; 
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able ; but our obfervance of the duties, which fie- 
hath prefcribed to us, will make ua live eafily and 
pleafantly here, and give us happi'nefs which fhall 
never have an end in the life to come^ We mean 
not to prefs any difficulties upon you, things bar A 
to be done. We {hall tell }ou what your own* 
minds muft convince you ought to be done, and 
what ought to-be avoided. None of us muft excofe 
ourfelves by faying we cannot perform what (5'Oi>' 
commands^ and the Gofpel requires from us. Every- 
one has a law, by which he will be judged ;. and by 
Uiis law we may all difcover-, what our condition is 
likely to be hereafter, whether happy or miferabJe; 

Let me afk you thefe plain queilions.^ — Do youx 
believe there is a God ? Do you believe that what 
is good 'is his will ? Have you afted aC(^ording fo* 
that belief? Have you been faithful in your fervice,. 
and obedient to your mailers and' fiiperiors ? Hafe 
you kept your hands from ftealing, and your tongues- 
from. lying, curfing, and fwearing ? Have you done 
to others as you wifh others to do to you ? Have* 
you been true to your word with your neighbour, 
and not deceived him ? Are your hearts free from 
malice and revenge towards each otlier ? Have. y<m\ 
bver wrongfully accufed each other to fave yowr- 
felves from punilhnient ?• Have you not cjuarfelled 
and fought with each other ? Have any of yoa had 
wicked defigns and intentions againfl each olh^ ? 
Do you not tell many wilful lies ? Do not fome of 
jBM ncgleft your proper bufliicrsy atid thereby dif- 
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trcfs your families for the want of the neceffary 
fuppliest and your employers for the want of your 
fervice ? Do not many of you drink too much ftrong 
liquor, ^ which inflames your blood and fpiriis, and 
makes you quarrelfomcj and brings difeafes upon 
you? 

I aik thefe queflions, not to acculb any of you» 
but to convince you, that if yo^r own heart$^ stccufe 
jou now, they will bitterly accufe you when y#a 
come to die ; for we, and all mankind, are to give 
an account of our a&ions, after this life, to the 
Great Judge* So that we muft all take care how 
we live before we go out of the world, and are 
called to this account. . You bave^ iminortal fouls 
to be faved : let me ferioufly call upon you to con- 
{ider the flate and condition of them, before you 
furrender them up into the badd of him, who gave 
them. Do wot urge, in excufis for your bad livte, 
•the pra£llce and example of your fuperiors. 

Such as will not confider the danger they are I'li 
by their follies and errors ;— fuch as are not fenOble 
of the blefling of a Redeemer ; — fuch as are beft 
pleafed with the company and the pleafures, which 
divert their thoughts from what is to come here- 
after: — fuch as live under the means of grace, with- 
out being the better for them, whofe hearts are only 
fet upon this world, without being concerned about 
a world to come; — all thefe are in a certain way "• 
to ruin, though they will not' fee or believe it. Let 
no man flatter himfelf he is a Cbriftian^ who does 
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not do the things tliat Xlhrift has commanded* Wc 
Chriftians have the greateft obligations upon us to 
lead ferious and holy lives. We are blefled jvith 
the true knowledge of God, and have hjs own Son 

• for our Mafler and Teach r, our Protedlor and Sa- 
viour; we are received into his family by baptifm, 
and. have an intereft in the prayers of his Holy 
Church : we know and believe, that we (hall rife 
again, if we have pa (Ted this life of trial as we 

• ought to do, to enjoy a life of liappinefs, unfpeak- 
able and everlafting. No Chriftian, then, will 
venture to live in a courfe af frn and wickednefs, 
o'r be indifferent how he fpends his time, or ever be 
unmindful of his Chriftian profeffion ; but he will 

• take efpecial care to obferve the rules of the Gbfpel ; 
he will keep pure hands, and abftain from every pol* 
lution that may defile his foul ; will keep a watch 
over himfelf, and not quench or refill thofe good 
purpofes or inclinations, which the holy fpirit of 
God hath put into his foul. God will not e^cufe 
us if we do npt ferve Him faithfully : and it is in 
vain to call ourfelves fcrvants of God, when we do 
not the things which He hath commanded. If wc 
follow our inclinations after evil for a while in this 
world, we (hail be miferable for ever; and if wc 
obey the will of God, though we meet with vexa- 
tions here, we ftall be eternally happy in the world 
to come. 

Thus hath God dealt with, men eVer fince the 
world began ; fuch as obeyed Him with their whole 
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hearts found their advantage in it, and fuch as fol- 
lowed their own wicked imaginations, were rejefted 
by Him, and delivered up to deftruftion. The only 
hope for us fmful creatures, is the mercy of God in 
Jefus Chrift our Saviour. It would be a ftrange 
folly, to hope, that, becaufe God is good, we may 
therefore, be fo bold as to provoke Him, efpeeially 
when te has declared how far, and to whom, his 
mercy fhall be extended. Let us not miftake his 
meaning : He has plainly told us, that true peni- 
tents are fuch as bring forth fruits meet for repent- 
ance ; but He hath as fully declared, that * the foul 
ihatfinneth^ that is, wilfully perfrfl'eth ifi fin, jhall 
die ; whence we plainly fee> that the mercy of 
Goo will be of no advantage to thofe, who know- 
ingly perfift in tranfgreffing his laws. God makes 
ufe of gracious methods to awaken lis, and to raiie 
within our minds a fpirit of godly fear, by letting 
U8 know, that He is an all-wife and righteous GoD, 
to whom we muft give an account of all the Heeds 
which we have done. Our fouls are very precious 
in his fight, and he kindly invites us all to come to 
Him by a Mediator. Chrift will intercede for us, 
and God will grant us the happinefs, for which 
we were created. A Saviour came down from 
Heaven to feek, and to fave his toft creatures ; a 
Saviour has redeemed iis by his precious blood ; has 
made our peace with God, and is at the right hand 
•f God, making interceflion for us. He invites 

♦ Ezck. xYiU. a6. 

all. 



68 On tke Ne^ejity^of Holinefi. 

all, without diflinflion of perfons to come to Him ; 
and to Him none did ever go as Ihey ought to do, 
but they found reft unto their fouls* It becomes, 
then, ail his difcipleg, the followers of this bleffcd 
Jefus afnd Saviour, to receive Him as our Teacher,, 
becaufe He hath made known to us the will of God;. 
to receive Him as our Prieft, becaufe He hath re- 
conciled us to God,' by offering Himfelf a facrifice- 
to fatisfy the Divine juftice; and to acknowledge 
Him as our Lord and King, becaufe He require? 
us to obey his laws, and to fuffer Him to rule and 
govern us.. And as Chrifl is our Head, fa are we 
his members, members of his Church by baptifm. 
What Baptifm means^ I (hall more particularly fct 
forth to you in my next Difcourfe ; and 1 earneflly 
wiih all Cbriflian parents would attend to the , 
cnfuing DIfcourfes, Wherein will be explained' 
the Covenant of Grace, and what is required of 
all perfons, wha are admitted into this Covenant 
\y Baptifm, and alfo what they themfelvcs, then 
undertook, when they ^were baptized. And may 
God blefs us all with the knowledge of ourduty^ 
and the happinefs we are capable of ; may He put 
his- fear into our hearts, and not fuScr us to con- 
tent ourfelves with the bare fliadows of Religion^ 
without endeavouring after that * holinefs^ wiikaut 
which fiQ man fiall fee the Lord ! Grant this,.CX 
God, for Jefus Chrill's fake. Amen. 

* Ueb. xii. 14^ 
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St. Matt. Chap, xxviii. Ver, 10. 

Ca and teach all Nations^ bapt'ifing them in the Name of 
of the TATHZKfand of the So^, andof the Holy 
Ghost. 

X proHlifed to difcourfe to you at this time more 
particularly concerning Bapiifm. Though you 
have been b'aptifed, and therefore with truth call 
yourfelves Chriftians, yet you may not have fuffi- 
ciently confidered what Baptlfm means : what are 
the benefits we receive by it ; or what w^ are to 
do^ and what to renounce and avoid, in order to 
entitle ourfclves to thofe benefits. Many Chriftians 
• who have been baptifed, underfland very little ofthc 
nature and importance of this Sacrament ; and the 
reaGsn is, becaufe they will not read what is faid 
about it, or come to be inftrufled by thofe ap- 
pointed to teach them. Now if you, who hear me, 
will attend to what I have to fay to you on this fuh- 
jeft, you will underftand the great privileges, which 
you enjoy by Baptifm, not with refpe£l to your tem- 
poral or worldly ftate, in which Baptifm makes n« 
fort of change or alteration ; but with refpe£l to 
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your fpintual condition. To be baptifed, (ignifies 
to be dipped inte, or fprinkled with water. To 
ha chriftened, fignifies to be received by Chrifl as a 
member of his Church. At our Baptifm we ow« 
Chrift for our Lord and Mailer ; and we are fprin- 
kled with water, confecrated and fet apart for the 
piirpofe of wafhing away original fin, and intended 
to declare the purifying nature of this ordinance. 
It hath pleafed God to comfort and confirm men 
in the belief of his promir<is and covenants, or 
^ecments with them, by fome outward fign or 
token, which (hould make an imprefiion on their 
fenfes ; .and, as it were, fet before their eyes what 
He promifcd them by his word. 

We read in the Old Teftament, that when Gojy 
once drowned the world, He appointed a rainbow, . 
which was to be a fign and token to mankind, that 
the world (hould no more be dcftroyed by a flood* 
God fotemnly promifed, that a flood (hould not 
come again and defiroy all fle(h ; and He fet his 
bow in the clouds, that when we fee it, we may 
be confirmed in our belief of this promife of 
mercy. 

The Jews have a religious ceremony to diftin- 
gui(h them from all otheiT religious profeflions; 
and this is circumcifion, or cutting o(F the f]e(h of 
the foreflcin of every male among them. When 
God brought the Jews out of Egypt, and punched 
the people of that nation, who had oppreffed them; 
by (laying their firA-born, He appointed a lamb to 

.be 
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be eaten at a certain time, as a memorial or fign of 
his deliverance of his chofen people the Jews : and 
the feafl, at which this lamb is to be eaten, is ealled 
by them the Pairover ; becaufe, when God flew 
the Egyptians, He fpared.the Jews, and paffid ever 
their houfes, when He executed this a6l of ven- 
geance on their enemies and oppreflbrs. Hence 
it is, that to alTiIt our underflandings, to ftrengthea 
our infirmities, and confirm our faith, Chri(i our* 
Saviour, in his word, which we call the New Tef. 
lament, was pleafed to appoint two outward figns 
of his religion, called Sacraments; and thefe are 
Baptifm and the Lord's Supper. By Baptifm, we 
are admitted into Chrift's Church. — -Here is an out- 
ward fign or token, that we are members of Chrift, 
and received in a folemn maifner into the foci.ety and 
communion of Chriftians. 

By Chrift s Church, is not meant any particular 
place of worlhip, but a fociety or colleftion of 
Chrifiian people in every part of the world, fepa- • 
rated by their holy calling or profeffion from other 
men, fuch as Jews, Turks, and Heathens, who do 
not profefs the religion or faith of Jefus Chrift. * 
The church of Chrift is called Catholic, or univer- 
sal, becaufe the Gofpel is not confined to one na- 
tion, or one people, but is offered to all perfons, 
that are admitted into the fociety of the Ch'riftian 
church, and made members thereof, by being bap* 
tifed. Baptifm is the outward ceremony ufed at 
their admiflion. In xnqik adlions of a formal nature, 

fpmc 



7^ Oh Bspti/mn 

fome ceremony is ufed to give force to them, and 
make tliem binding. A key is often delivered, to 
give poiTeflidn to the purchafer of an houfe : a feal 
is put to wax, to make fore any deed executed be- 
tween man and man : forms are required to fignify 
our acceptance of a thing ^ and fome perfons, when 
they are admitted into any fopiety or trade, wear 
badges of that fociety, to (how to others they be-^ 
long to it ; and a red coat dillinguiQies a foldier 
from other men. Baptifm, then, is the difiinflion 
of a Chri&ian : water is the outward and vifible 
(ign, that^ a man has taken th^t profefiion japon 
him. It is the property of water to wafli and 
cleanfe the body ; and it is for this reafon, mad« 
ufe of to (how the inward waihing or cleanfing of 
the foul.^-— It is, therefore, made, the outward and 
vifible fign of the inward and fpiritual grace. The 
iaward and fpiritual grace in Baptifip, is a death 
unto fin, and a new birth unto righteoufnefs. We 
were born in fin ; and, therefore, when we are bap- 
tifed, we are faid to have a new birth ; we bury, as 
it were, our firftxorruptions, tbofe evil inclinations, 
which we brought with us into the world : and we 
rife to a life of holinefs. As a dead man hatlr ceafed 
from the aftions of this finful life, fo a baptifed 
perfon is fuppofed to leave all the wickednefs of 
this world, to live another fort of Ufe, and to en- 
ter into terms of agreement with God. There is 
a covenant or agreement between God and man. 
We may thus underftand it: God pro^nifes man, ^ 
1 . tliat 
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that if he will do fuch anions, He will gire Fiim 
falvation ; ^ and man agrees to accept that falyation^ 
and do what OoD requiirs. The coVenaifit oi^ ' 
agreement between both muft be performed ; or. 
how (hall there be faith or tfuth in any covenant ? 
OnGoo'ipart, tre are fure of hitgracfous pro« 
* Biifef ; let man only perform hii part of the agree- 
ment* Baptifm is not only a purifying ordinance^ 
by which we are cleanfed from original fin, but is 
alfo the fign or token, that we have entered into 
covenant with Goo ; it is like a feat that is to 
confirm this agreement.— Now the privileges thul 
conditionally fecured to us in Baptifm, are reduced. 
tor theCe three ; by Baptifm we are made members 
of Chrift, and Children of Coo, and inheritors of 
the kingdom of Heaven. It is a gracious encou* 
ratgement of bis poor creatures to engage in his 
fervice, thaft God has been pleafed to enter into a 
covenant and agreement with man» fubjeSing him« 
felf , as it were, to beftow certain bleflings on us» 
provided we perform certain conditions : for thought 
in this covenant the promifes made on God's part 
flow from his own free goodnefs, yet th* terma • 
required on oars, are matters of heceflary obliga« 
lion, and firmly bind us. 

But before I enter on the terms of this covenant. 
I rauft explaiii to you two things in Baptifm; the 
name given us at that time, and the reafon wliy 
Godfathers and Godmothers are appointed for chi!-. 
dreUf and witnefles for grown perfon^, to take care 
that the perfont baptifed obferve and «3 according 
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to tbeir folemn. obligations. It bath been the cuf-, 
torn of the Chriilian Church* from the earlieft^ages, 
to give new na^mes, both to children and grown 
perfon9» at their being received into the Church by 
Baptifm ; and the cuilom was probably derived 
from the Jews, who did. the fame thing at their 
Circumcifion. The ufefulneis of our new name 
is deGgned to be a perpetual mark and reme^t^rancer 
to us of our Chriilian profeilion. As^ often at. we 
hear our Chriftian name mentioned^it fiiQuld put 
u\ in. mind of our Chriftian engagements ; it (hould 
lead us to remember that we were honoured with 
the name of Cbrift, we proEefled our fincere belief 
in. Him and his Reyelatipn, and ought to adhere 
fiedfsiftly and immpveably to thofe do&rines and 
principles,, which we then embraced; that whofo- 
ever nameth the name of Chrift upon thefe prin* 
cipleSf ought to depart from all iniqujty ; that when 
WQ took oiur Chriftian name, rupon us,, we folemnly 
promifed to dedicate ourfelves to Gon's fervice: 
and that it had been better for us never to have 
known the name of Cbrift^ than, after we have 
knpwn it, and been called by it, to turn from his 
ho\y faith and commar)dmentS|t and not. to believe 
and live as becomes his GofpeK 

O^r. baptifmal-iH^ne was -given us, not by our 
par(fnts, . but by^ Godfathers and Godmothers. They 
wece.ouf fatb(:rf and mothers in God, when we 
were de^icatgd tp God in Baptifm. This cuftom 
ma]r hav; a Rouble advantage ; it may admonifti 
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Godfathers and GedmotberSi that having conferred ■ 
the title of God's children- upon us» they are bound 
to endeavour that we may behave wprthily of it ; 
aqd it may admoniOi us, that our name having been 
given us by perfons, who were our fureties, wc 
^rc bound to ma^e good their engagement. 

The appointment of Godfathers and Godojiothers. 
thou|^ highly expedient, is not fo abfolutely necef^ 
(ary to Baptifm, as to render Baptifm without ttietm 
of no efieO. Infants who are fick, ancl in danger, 
are often privately bapti fed without them ; but they . 
are wifely and properly appointed by our Church* 
to fee that the young member or Chriftlan be brought 
up in the nurture and admonition q( the Lord. * 
They are witnefles, in the iBaptifm of adult or 
grown perfons, of that folemn vow and profefEon^ 
which thofe perfons then made, to dedicate them* 
felves to God ; and in the Baptifm of infants, t^ey 
are fureties or pledges to the Church of the Chrif<. 
tian education and inftru£tion of thofe children, 
whom they offer to God in their infancy. 

it is the duty of Godfathers and Godmothers, to 
attend to. the vow and promife they make. With 
fome it is looked upon as a mere matter of cere- 
mony or *compliment ; as if a folemn vow and pro- 
mife could not bind. This is a great miftake. We 
are obliged to fulfil our obligations ; and thofe efpe* 
cially of a religious kind are moftfacred. Godfa* 
thersand Godmothers do not ftri£lly promife for the' 
jnfants, though ^^^ ^o it in their name ; but they 
promife Tor themfelves : they promile to take al\^ 
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tbe care -^they can of the inftru6lion of the child 
in the principles of the Chriftian teligion ; they pro* 
mile to call upon the children themfelves to learn 
and do their duty ; and they promife to briog them« 
at a pn»per time, to take the profeflicn of Chrif- 
tianity upon themfelves. This, therefore, they are 
obliged to perform : and the performance of this 
ihowf the wifdom and piety of the Church, in 
taking fucfa care of the religious and pbus educa- 
tion of young children^ and in riot fuflFering the 
parents to be Godfathers and Godnlothers. Parents 
are obliged by every 'tie and call of nature to take 
care of the Chriftian and virtuous education of their 
children ; and others befldes them are appointed, 
out of abundant caution. By thefe means parents 
are not acquitted or difcharged of their duty ; but 
children are hereby fecured againft the negleft 
of their parents^ or againft any accident, by which 
they may be deprived of them ; and our Church 
hatb To guarded this truft, that if the parents (hould 
die, or negleft their duty, yet ftill their children may 
be inftru6led as becomes Chriftians, and be guided 
in the way of eternal life. 

Befides the being fprinkled with, or plunged into 
water in the ceremony of Baptifm, the perfon is re- 
ceived into the Church of Chrift in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft.— 
Thefe are the words which Chrift himfelf com- 
manded to be nfed ; and, therefore, they are ufed 
%vi Chriftian Baptifm. Our Obedienee is due to 
three perfon$ io the holy undivided Trinity, or three 

perfons 
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perfons in one Godhead. The father is God who 
made us; the Son, our Saviour^ is God who re- 
deemed as ; and the Holy Gbollis God who fane* 
tifies and preferves us ; and by beinj baptifed in 
the name of thefe three, we may affirm we are 
baptifedby virtue of their authority. Jefus Chrift, 
the Head of our Church, knew the bell form aiiid 
manner of our being admitted into it. If He ha» 
given us the manner and the words, it would be 
prefumption in us to ufe, or appoint any other. 
We may be fure He has adopted the^ heft man- 
ner, whereby we may become Chriftians; and*^ 
there'fore, ^wc muft ufe bis own words, and his owu 
for;n^ 

Water is the elemeiit ufed in Baptifm^ for the 
walhing or fprinkllng the perfon from aJl his imi* 
purities, and is tjie outward fign ; and the words— 
" I baptife tliec in tl^e name ot the Fathefj^ and of 
the Son, and of the Holy GhoU/* is the form of 
admitting the Chriftian to the privlloges of BaptifoA 
in the name of the facred Trinity, after the di rec* 
tion of Clirift Himfelf. You fee Miniflers, when 
they baptife Infants, fign them with tlie mark and 
figure of a crofs on their foreheads. "This, though 
it is not a ncceflary part of Baptifm, is yet a very 
fignificant mark, and no way fuperftitious : for afier 
fprinkling the child with water, the minifter fays, — 
" ♦ I fign him or her wfth the fign of the crofs, in - 
^* token that hereafter he or (he fhaU not be ^fhanied 

* See Office of public BapUffl^ 
* D5 *^ \S^ 
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to confefs the faith of Chiift crucified^ and .man- 
fully to fight under His banner againft fin, the 
wor!d, and the Devil, and to continue Chrift's 
•• faithful foldicr and fervant, unto his or her Hfe*s 
•• end." St. Paul glorieg in the crofs of Chrifl, and 
' Him crucified. We Chriflians profefs a Saviour,who 
died upon the crofs for the fins of mankind ; and 
the figning with the mark of the crofs is intended 
to fhow, that the child or perfon received by Bap« 
tifin into Chrifl*s church, glories in the crofs of a 
crucified Saviour, and applies the merits of his 
death to his own eternal falvation. I defire, (ays 
St. Paul to ChriilianSy to know nothing among you» 
fave Jefus Chrift, who is the Saviour of the world, 
and Him crucified, that is, Ilain upon the crofi 
for our redemption. And fo we Chriftians profefs 
our belief in Chrifi, and thank God th^a he died 
on the crofs for us. We are not afhamed to oWn 
this crucified Lord : f>vi the contrary, being en- 
lifted under Him at our Baptifm, we refolve to 
fight under his banner, the crofs» againft fin, the 
. ivorld, and the Devil, and to continue his true and 
faithful foldiers to our lives' end. 

On this fubje£lof Baptifm^ I will not burthen 
your memories with any more sit this time. It is 
an important fubjed;, and I wifh you may retain 
what I have delivered. I have Endeavoured to 
make it as plain to you as I could. The next time 
we meet, I (hall mention the privileges we receive 
by Baptifm ; what it is to bea Member of Chrift, 

a Child 
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a Child of God, and an Inheritor 6f the kingi^om 
oF Heaven ; and I muft hope you will be vpty at- 
tentive to me, while I explain thefe advai^ages to 
you ; becaufe our baptifmal vow., and our obliga* 
dons to perf«rra it, arc fhe chief concern of evciy 
C^riftian. You will fee what 'all are enga^d* to 
do, when they are bapttfed, and alfo what they 
proroife to avoid ; you will then find, that Baptifm 
is no light infignificam ceremony^ but the fign of 
)Qi very ferious engag^mwf. to lead a* godly and ^ 
Ghriftiao life. , I (iave..fpQkeA ^o. all iGoi^atbefs 
and Godmothers, that they make not light pf their 
duty atnd facred obligations. They muft look to 
themfelVes and their charge, if they woulA 2£eq|iitt 
themfelvesof their folemn* religious promifes^ .jsuid 
liot trifle ^ith their Maker, and lUeir ^wn fouls, 
by a wilful breach of their important engagements 
in behalf of others. 

May thefe infiru£lionB fink deep int6 your minds, 
and, by God's help, produce iti yoti the fruits bf 
an holy and refigious obedience to the' comthand- 
iientsof that God, whom byfiaptifto yt>u ertgage 
faithfully to ferve all the di^iys of your life ; through 
Jefus Chrift our Loud, to Whom be'all poi^er, 
might, majefty, honour, and domihion, wodrd 
without end. Amen. - 
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1 St JoHN» C|iap. iii. Vcr, 1 . 

^BihoU %vhat manner of love the Father hath iejlowfd 
on us^ that weJhouU he called the Sons of Gov, ' 

^1 N my lad Difcourfe to you^ I explained tbe 
mcsnmg an4 defign of Baptifa)» the ouiwairdi 
form of t\m Sacraipem by ..water, and the fpiritual 
bleilings whkh we receive by being admitted iuto 
Chrift*8 Church, and bei^g madd members thereof, 
I told you the ufe and defign of perfons (landing 
fpr infahti at Baptifm, called Go4fathers and God. 
Qiothers, and the obligations they were under to 
fulfil th^ir foknin vows and promifes. I acquainted 
jfou with the meaning of the Crofs, and Vhat was 
Sgnified by figning with this mark, the forehead 
of all thofi: who are baptifed. I then opened to 
your underftandings the form of words ufed at 
Baptifm, when the Minifter fays,—*** I baptife 
*• thee in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
•• and of the Holy Ghoft ;" and fhowed that that 
form was exprefsly direfted by ChtiSl Himfelf. 

« Matt. zxix. 19. 
\ A great 
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A great deal of important in(lru6lion was contained 
in my laftDifcourfc, which cannot be now repeated;., 
but which you will hear again, if I live, and a^] 
encouraged to repeat and renew the Exhortations, 
which I ani in the courfe of delivering to you at 
this time. There is a neceffity for your conftanif 
attendance, as my difcourfes to you lead you gra- 
dually frpm the knowledge of one Chriilian duty 
to another, and are fo connected and joined tpge-- 
ther, as to make up a Syilem or Summary of Cfirif- 
tian Faith and PraQice. I wilh many of my Pa« 
rilhion^rs to come and hear tbefe Exhortations ; 
elpecially parent^ and perfons of full age ; becaufe 
tfiofe who are grown in years may learn &om them 
bow to inftru^l the young and unexperienced, tliofe^ 
wbofe tender years are in greater needi of inilruc* 
tion ; and the young alfo, if they are taught in this^ 
place the principles of true religion,, will be fecured 
fi*OQ>thofe errors and vices, wliich' J'oung minds are 
too apt to cheriO^r and young people to fall into.. 

It ift a mefancholy truth, that our poo& people 
know very little of true religion, and take V^ery little 
pains to be acquainted with i| : and the reaibn is» 
becaufe their parents * feldom i£ ever fend them to 
rhurcb* While at fchooV they learar to* repeat, to^ 
their matters and mifhefles, the word^ ot the Ca* 

* Never caa we. be (lifBcieDtlf thtnkfal* fer the; Mailed fight, 
which» fince die inftitution of Sunday Schools,^ every where meets 
•«ur eyesy in the afTemblief of oar young fellow-chriftians on the 
toaD^spay, and which the pibus Author of Ithefe Ihftrudioos faaii 
i^i tl|e Jia^ineft of being permitted to bebold« 



t^chirm, by rote; but the fenfe'and meaning o£ 
what they learn is never explained to tbera. It i% 
^he duty of the Minifier to hear the younger part of 
his Parifbibners their Church-Catecbirm, and 
explain it familiarly to them ; and I fliould be glad 
iif parems would fehd their children to church, and 
if mailers would teach them this form of inftruc- 
tion^ that I may hear them repeat it in this ^ place, 
and explain to them what they have but imper« 
fedly learned at fchool. Diftance is often pleaded 
by people for not coming to church : yet I have 
heard of crowds attending at places of fport and 
diverfion, and putting themfelves to trouble, ex- 
pence» and inconvenience, to go thither. Is re- 
liglon then too dull and irkfoipe a talk to be 

minded ? and is inflru£lion of too little worth to 
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be fought for when it can be obtained? I9 God's 
houfe to be forfaken. while houfes of mirth and 
merriment are eagerly frequented ? Are children 
to be led to (hows and fports to gratify their cu- 
riofity ; and are their minds to be Uft deftitute of 
that inftruQion, which might fecure their x)bedience 
to their parents, and lead them in the way wherein' 
they (hpurd walk ? — Let this admonition have its 
weight; and let it cure that fhameful ncgleft of 
public worfliip, too generally obfervable amopgft 
us. 

I will hope better things of you, my friends j 
that you will attend diligently to what I fliall fay 
16 yoa from time to time. I will explain the 
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Chrlftian religion to you as fully as I can, and. en** 
deavour to make you good and ferious. As I told 
you before what Baptifm means, I am at this time 
to (how you the privikges or advantages, which we 
receive from being foaptifed. Every perfon wh# 
receives Baptifm., is by k made a member of Chrift» 
a child of GO0, and an inheritor of the kingdom, 
of heaven. By being Meifebers of-Chrift, is meant» 
that we are parts or members of the Chriftian 
church, which is his \>oA)\ All Chriftians taken 
fo/jether, or colledlively confidered, are compared, 
by the Apoftle ' St. Paul, to the body of a man ; 
and declared to be ^s Arongly and intimately united 
to each other, and to Cbriil, as the feveral mem* 
bers or parts of the natural body are to the head* 
*^ As the body,** faith he, •* hath many members, 
and all the members of that one body are but^aitf 
of the body, fo alfo is Chrift the Head of the 
Church ;" and every Chriftian a member of that 
Body, of which'* He is the Head. As in every 
fiving creature, all fenfe and motion proceed from 
the head ; fo to every Chriftian, a knowledge of 
God's will, and power to obey it, flow from Cnrift. 
As the head governs and direds every limb, fp 
(Dhrift is the head and lawgiver of every believer* 
As being joined to the head makes the whole body 
one animal frame, fo being joined to Chrift makes 
iTie whoJe number of Chriftians one fpiritual fo- 

, , * J Cor. ziL ft7« ^ 
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ciety. As a communication with the head pr»^ 
Terves our natural life, To a communication with 
Chrift fupports our religious life.— Chrift it the 
head of Chriftians, and is to his Church what the 
head is to the body ; 9nd every .perfon who belongs 
to the Church is a member of that body, or in other 
language, or way of fpeaking, a member of Chrift^ 
You fee now the happy relation, in which Cbrif* 
tians fiand to their Redeemer : He is our head, and 
will acknowledge uS to be His members, if we (hatl 
be found worthy to partake of that bleOed privi- 
lege. And our union with Chrift as our bead plainly 
fhows to us, that« as in the natural body, the hand . 
or foot n^ver difobeys the head, fo we {hould in all 
tilings be fubje£l ta our Lord's cemmanda ready 
to obey and honour Him* £y being thus united ta 
our Lord, we may hope to be in a particular 
manner favoured with his bklling and aflii)ance i 
Ve are placed under his giacious care and protec* 
lion, and may hope in God's mercy,, for the guid^ 
ance of liit holy Spirit : for, a& from the head, all 
the foody, by joints and limbs,, receives nouri(h«% 
ment and fupport; fo from ChriA,. our bead, tstvf, 
member of his Church receives II rengtb and vigour.. 
J hope you all underftand what I mean by being 
members of Chrift : you are to confider your own, 
body, and fuppofe the head to be the moit honour'* 
able pait of the body, and. your joints and limbic 
as inierior parts of the body. The Society of 
Chrili.ians is compai:ed to th^ bpdy ;•<— Chrift is the 
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liead of them : and Chriftians, like thefe joints and 
Umbs« s|re parts of that body. Thus ^ou obferve, 
ihere ii^ the clofeft connexion that can be between 
Chrift and his Society, which we call Chriftians ; 
becaufe all the members or parts of the body a£l 
in obedience to the Head as the principal; and 
each part of the body is fo joined and knit together^ 
that they cannot be feparated without great pain 
and druggie : for if one member fuffers, all the 
members feel pain ; fuch is the connexion of the 
feveral parts» tlrat the good flate of one prefervea 
the others in health and eafe. 

The fecond privilege of Baptifm is^ that by it 
wd are made the Children of GoD» in a fenfeand 
manner,, in which we are not by natuse. Every 
txan ist no doubt, the child of God, ^s having 
been created by Him ; but the Bible tells us, that, 
all men. had, by fin, forfeited. the benefits^ of fbn- 
fiiip» and, by their own faults, idflead, of being 
the (bns of his love and favour,, became the cbiU 
dren of wrath* But our gracious Maker pitying 
1(8, and treating us like children, even, when thus 
degenerates hath mercifully appointed a method ^ of 
receiving ua into his family again,, after we had 
cad ourfelvea out of it» and of reftoring, andraiff*. 
ing us by degrees, to the lame favour with Uimv. 
which, in their ftate of ixmocenceik our firlL parentJL 
cmjoyed^ 

This inedimable bleiling was procured for man* 
Lind tljj^gh the meaas of Jelus Cbriil ; and we 

arc 
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are rendered capable of it by taking Him for our 
Head, and becoming his members. ♦ " As mah)r 
a$ receive Him, to them gives He power to become 
the fons of God, even to them that believe in hi* 
name." — Being, therefore, thus united to Chrift,. 
we claim his promife to be received as Sons 6f 
God. This is a glorious privilege indeed, which 
we enjoy by Baptifm ; wheji, claiming God as our 
Father, we can approach Him with the confidence 
of Sons, lay open our wslnts and complaints to 
Him, under the expeAation, that He will pity and 
relieve us, as a father doth his children^ on whom' 
his bowels yearn. You who have children, have 
felt the force of a parent's love. .You value your 
children, and do all you can for tbcir good. Go& 
hath put that love into your hearts, in order to^ 
fecure your care and fupport for the young and 
tender in their helplefs infant flate. Now the af- 
fedion of God for all his creatures is much greater 
than man's can be for his offspring. God muft 
havq loved his creatures very dearly indeed, wh^n, 
after they had offended Him, He fent his own Son 

# 

into the world to die for them. This love fiiowed 
itfelf in the higheft degree and expreffion of it; 
that when we had fallen from GoD, and were ene- 
mies to Him^ He fought to be reconciled to us, 
offered us his free mercy and pardon, invited us to 
enter into a new covenant of grace with Him, and 
fent Jcfus Chrift into the norld to fettle between 

\ •Johnl.n. '''[■ 
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Him and us, the terms of this covenant and agree* 
rnent, vi^. the gracious terms of pardon and accept*- 
ance» on our fincere repentance, and amendment of 
life. 

By Baptifm we are admitted into this covenant, 

and made the chiIdrenT>f God. But you are to re* 

member what it is to he a child of GoD ; you muft 

do that which a dutiful child ought to do : you wilf 

then fear the difpieafure^ and truft in the love, of 

your heavenly Parent ; you will pray to Him for 

what you want, and be thankful to Him for what 

He gives; and you will own his affeflion when He 

corre£ls, as well as when He fmiles upon you. 

Obedience is the fureft mark of a child's value fgr 

his parent; for, if he loves his heft Friend and 

Benefa^or, he will take due care not to offend 

him. So, if we wilh to be indeed the children of 

GoDj we (hall a£l as children of God, we (hall 

behave ourfelves as children ihould dp, and (hovf 

by our a6lions that we deferve to be fo called. We 

baye indeed provoked our indulgent Father by our 

repeated tranfgreflions ; but He has pron^ifed to 

receive us into his favour on our repentance and 

faith in Chrift, and our firm refolution.to offend no 

more. Nay, if Ave are in earoeft to do our duty. 

He will give us his grace to fulfil our good pur- 

pofes, and fupport us under all the trials and 

ten^ptations which we may meet with. Baptifm 

admits us to the privilege of being fons of God ; 

but then we are to comply with the engage.inents- 

which we entered into when we received that titk.., 
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We are to dSt as dutiful Tons, and take care not Uf 
trapfgrefs the commandment of our Father ; or» 
if we have at any time departed from our obedi- 
ence, as we are all too eafily inclined to evil, we 
muft' return again with forrow for oar faults, and 
purpofes of amendment; and then Go a will re* 
ceive us as children of his love, be reconciled to us^ 
and forgive us. 

The third privilege of Baptifm is, that by ienter. 
ing into the Chriftian covenant, we are made In- 
heritors of the kingdom of heaven* Our bleffeJ 
Lord declared, that his kingdom was not of thift 
workU — He came to eftablifh and manifeft a king- 
dom indeed ; but k was a kingdom of perfeft and* 
etefnal-gIor)% prepared in the heavens; that is, that 
He might reign for ever with God the Father, i» 
that happy place where He is pleafed to difplay^ 
his glory in the higheft manner ; and las He came 
tb ered this kingdom Himfelf, fo likewife did He 
come to ptirchafe the fame inheritance for others ; 
and 'a is our happinefs, that, by Baptifm, we are 
admitted to the hope of it, and made capable of it» 
We become feBow-citizens with the Saints, and of 
the hottfehold of God ; we are declared to be heirs- 
of God, and joint lieirs with Chrift, of this hea* 
venly kingdom*. 

Thefe are the privileges which ChriflTans enjoy 
by Baptifm, on being admitted into Chrift*s Church, 
i£ they walk worthy of their holy calling and pro- 
fcflion. But though God has promifed to do fo> 
jBiieh for ur,. yet we-are mt to think that it \i fuf- 
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ficient merely to be chrifienedj without doing any 
Itikig more, in order to be entitled to tbefe benefits. 
We muft remember, that at our Bapttfm we en- 
tered into covenant with God ; we profeffed Chrift 
as our Saviour,, our Lord and Matter : but then, in 
return for thb blelling of falvation, we folemnly 
promifeci to obey his laws> and to follow the rules 
and precepts which He commanded for pur ob^ 
fervance* God will not be wanting on his part to 
fulfil his gracious promifes, if we comply with our 
engagements. But perhaps you may aik/What 
tan fuchpoor miferable creatures as we do ? I will 
tell -you. You can lament your own ui1worthinefs» 
and pray to OoD to pity you, and be gracious td 
you for Chrifl's fdke; you can be thankful for alt 
bislavours andmerties; you can be content with 
your lot and Aatioh in life, and not murmur of 
repine at it \ you can do your beft, and God's 
goodnefs will expe£l no tnore. 

Many ignorant Ghriftians undervalue, and hav^ 
not a proper regard for Baptifm ; they defire it,' 
principally, to become entitled to Chri4lian burial. 
This is a very triflihg privilege, compared to thofe 
I have mentioned, of being nrade Members of 
Chrift, Children of God, and Inheritors of the 
kingdom of Heaven. To be put decently into the 
earth when we are de^, is what may be reafonably 
defired, though It is of no fervicc to the body which 
is to be placed in thd grave. « The fervice read at 
funerals is intended iAore for the benefit and in. ' 
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flru£lion of the living, than to be of any ufe to the 
dead, who are infeiifible of what becoRies of their 
mortal part, about to be delivered up to worms and 
corruption. The dead know nothing of what is 
doing with their bodily frames, the fliell or cafe 
which the living fpirit once inhabited.. They are 
in another 'world, and cannot be fuppofed to re* 
gard any of the afiairs of this ftate ; they have ilew 
employ mentSj and new fcenes to engage their at->- 
tention, and exercife their faculties. — We may 
think of them, out of the refpedl we bear for them) 
but, as they are in another ftate of exiftence, it it 
probable they are confined to die ftate they are in, 
without having any regard to the ftate, from which 
they have pafled. No creature, without being al« 
1 )wed by his Maker, can go beyond the bounds of 
it ; and each creature has, no doubt, full em ploy «. 
ment for that ftate wherein he is placed. We know 
of no communication there is between this world 
and another. No one ever came from another 
world to give us this information; and even our 
Saviour, who came from Heaven, never thought; 
proper to defcribe to us all the glories of that place,. 
any farther than that it is a place moft blifsful and 
happy, withqut informing us as to the particular 
bufinefs or employment of Angels or Archangels^ 
Do. not then difturb your imaginations about your 
departed friends, as though ti.ey were ever per-^ 
mitted to appear to you ; rather hope that they are 
better employed} than in thcr low affairfi of this 

< fccnc. 
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fccne of vanity and vexation. They want not any 
thing you can do for them. Before C^rift came 
into the world, people ufed to fliow fome fort of 
refpeft to their deceafed friends, 3A if they thought 
they were feryed by thefe offices ; but our religion 
teaches us wifer things, and to judge better. Your 
dead friend is infenfible of them; hii eyes are clofed, 
and his ears are fliut, till the voice of the Archan* 
gel, the trumpet of God, (hall ajvaken him, to 
arife, and (land before the judgment- feat of Chrift» 
at the laft day. I have been ' led to mention thefe 
things, as I know fome *peo([)le fuperAitioufly con- 
fider Baptifm as very little more than a requifite to 
Chrifiian burial. I would ba^ve you all confider 
this Sacrament as procuring foryour fouls far greater 
advantages, than thofe which we wi(h to be beftowed 
on our bodies. 

I will detain you no longer at this time, than to 
t>eg you will remember what I have this day faid 
to you. Exped to hear, on fome future occafion, 
what I have to fay to you on the other Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, of which I hope I (hall 
live to fee many of you willing and frequent par- 
takers, when you have been made fully acquainted 
with the benefits which it was deligned to convey 
tp eveiy worthy receiver. 
" Now ta God the Ft4iher, &c* 
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IXCTURE VIIL 

ON THE APOSTLES* CREED* ' 

PART 1. 



JSt. John, Chap. xvii. Vcr. 3. 

This is life eternal^ that they may know Tbee^ the only 
true GoD» otu/Jesus Christ, whom thm hajijint. 



T, 



HE SECOND thing, wbtch was prQinifed in 
•ur name, when we were received into the Church 
by Baptifm, was, ;that we fhould ht-Iievc all the Ar- 
tides of the Chriftian faith : arid I conie now tp 
(how you what are the grounds, on which we are 
required to believe thena^ and to explain tlie ndeaOf 
ifjg of the Articles themfelves. 
' By Articles of the Chriftian faJtb, we mean tliofe 
points or particulars, of which oxix belief is com^- 
pofed, and to which we are obliged tq give our 
aflTeut, becaufe tliey are affirmed and taught in t\ie 
holy Scriptures, which is the Word of God. The 
Scriptures are the word of God, becaufe, though 
they were written by the perfons, whofe name they 
bear, yet thofe writers were infpired by GoD the 
Holy Ghoft, who was with them, and who guided 
them into all ncceflary truth. You arc required to 
believe thofe books were written by St. Matthew, 

^ St, 
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St. John» and the reft, whofe names they bear; 

becaufe this is a matter of fa£l, which has been 

proved, and almoft univerfally agreed on in all 

ages, and allowed by others from the time in which 

thefe holy perfons lived, to this day ; and you are 

required to believe that thefe perfons were infpired 

by God the Holy Ghoft, becaufe they them felves 

affirmed this, and did fuch wonderful works in 

proof of it, ^ay healing the fick, railing the dead, 

and performing fuch other miracles, as no ma« 

could poffihly do, except God were with him. 

You are not,- ftriftly fpeaking, required to believe 

all this, becaufe your Godfathers and Godmothers 

promifed It for you, but beCiiufe GoD Himfelf 

tells you that all this is true, and requires that yoti 

Ihould believe it. Your {aith is built upon the 

Apoftles and Prophets, * Jesus Christ Himjelf 

being the chief cerner-Jlone. The holy Scriptures 

contain all things neceffary to {klvation, and are 

to be tlie rule, whereby we meafure or judge ^ 

all Chriftian truths ; fo that nothing is to be re- 

ceived as an Article of faith, which is not read 

therein, or may be proved thereby^ 

The chief of thefe Articles are put together m 
what is -called the Apoftles* Creed. A creed figni- 
fies a belief, and is a Ihort form of words or pro- 
fefTion of our faith, containing the chief points 
which every Chiiftian is obliged to believe. The 
Creed, in which I am about to infiru£l you, is 

* EpJi. ii. ao» 

called 
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* Three that bear rec$rdin heavin^ the Father^ fie 
Word^ and the Holy Gheft, mnd theje Three are One. 
God indeed is with great propriety called a Father^ 
with refpe£t to us, as being the firft Author^ and 
continual preferver of all things ; in wboni we livet 
move, and have our Jbeing. But He is here called 
a Father^ chiefly with refpefl td Him, who, in the 
next Article, is called his Son, He \%, the Father 
of our Lord Jefus ChriA, of wliom the t yshole.fa* 
mily in heaven and earth is named^ 

We believe this fuprerae Being is Almighty, He 
is Almighty with refpeft to his power to do what- 
ev^r He plcafes, or, in rcfpeil of his fovcreign 
right and authority, to govern and. difpofe of all 
things according to his good pleafure. But it feeing 
to me more proper and natural to under iland the 
word Almighty^ fljiftly with refpeft id his power, 
as (ignifying our belief, that this God can do every 
thing ; tliat nothing is too hard for Him ; or, ac- 
cording to the declaration of our Saviour, that wiih 
Him all things are poflible. We ^believe alfo that 
this God is the Maker of heaven and earth ; or, 
as St. Paul explains it, that by Him were all things 
created, both whicli are in heaven, and which are 
in earth, vifible or invifible, whether they \ be 
thrones or dominions ^ principalities or powers ^ that is, 
angeM and arch-angels, men, and all inferior crea- 
tures, all things were created by Him. So that, 
as we profefs our belief that this great God has 

♦ J John ▼. 7. 4 Efh. iii. 15. ^ Coioff. i. j6. 

power 

J 
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power to do all things, we here declare our per- 
fuafion, that He did exert that power in making 
or creating all things in the beginning : and that 
the fun, moon, and ftars, as well as every thing 
we meet with upon earth, are the workraanDiip of 
his hand. 

From God the Father, we go on to profefs our 
belief in~ God the Son ; and fay, / teiieve in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord. Thename 
J Esus, which (ignifies a Saviour, points out his per- 
foital chara^ler to us, and implies our profeflion; 
that to Him alone the chara61er of a Saviour does 
in Its highcft fenfe belong. For it is He alone that 
has faved us from our (ins ; itis He alone that hath 
pufchafed eternal redemption and falvation for - us; 
and it is He that will * appearn fecotid time for the 
falvation of thofe that look for Him; we ought 
therefore, to profefs and declare, that + thfte is n9 
itber name under heaven given unio men whereby they 
mujl be faved^ but that of our Lord Jefus ChrifL 
The word Chrift, as the word Meffiah in the He- 
brew language, (ignifies anoiuted ; and by alluding 
to God's commands te the Jews, that their kings^. 
their priefts, and their prophets, (hould be anointed 
with oil, it (hows us in what fenfe our bleffed Sa- 
viour was the anointed of the Lord. And when 
we profefs to believe in Him as Chrift, we profcfi 
to believe that He was the Meffiah, who was to 
come into the world ; that the types of the Jewifb 

* Heb. iz. 2S« t Afttiv* iSt 

£ law 
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IdW^ and the predi&iont of the prophets, were ful* 
filled in Him ; that He was our prophet, as having 
hcen anpinted by the Hply Ghoft, to preach *the 
Gofpel to the poor ; that He was our prieil, and 
gave Himfelf an offering and facrifice to God for 
us; and that He is our king, who (hall reign over 
us for ever, and of whofe kingdom there (ball be 
no end. His relation to God, in which we here 
profefs our belief, is that of his only begotten Son ; 
which will be beft.underflood by remembering the 
account, which the facred Writers give us of it ; 

ft 

which if« that He was in the beginning with God, 
and was God: that * all things were made by Uim^ 
^nd without Him was n$t any thing made thai was 
nutdf ; that He is 'I' the beginning and the end^ which 
isy and v^ich was^ and which is to ceme^ the 
Almighty ; that H« and his Father are one \ ; and 
that He is over all, Goi^ bleffed for evermore. 
And, therefore, when we declare our belief in hit 
Sonfliip, We mean that He is in fuch a fenfe the 
only Son of God, as no created being can poffibly 
be ; in fuel) a fenfe, as to liave been eternally with 
the Father Himftlf, very and eternal God. He 
IS indeed called the Son of OoD on other accounts 
•n holy W^-it, as having been § conceived by the Holy 
Ghofit wlu) is God ; as having been appointed to 
the fpecial office ^f the MefTiah ; as having been 
declared to be the Son of God with power, by his 
pefurredion from the dead ; and being appointed by 

• Johui. I| l» 3- - ^*«»* i^'^ X !•*»** » 30. J Luke i. 35- 

. the 
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• the Father Heir of till thhtgSi - But Clirift it moft 
cminentty and moil properly ftyled the only Son of' 
GoOy as having been in the borom of the Father 
ff-otn the beginning, ais having bad glory with tHe 
Father, before the world was, as being the bright- 
ftefs of his Father's glory, and the cxprefs image of 
his perfon, and as in Him dwelleth all the fuhiefsof 
ttie Godhead bodily. 

His relation to us as o u R Lord, may be under^^ 
derftood to refped us either as creatures or as Chrif* 
tians. As He. is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
we, as well as all other beings, -mud be fubje6l to 
his authority and dominion ; fince it is He that 
made us, and not we ourfelves. We heiA empha- 
ticaliy call Him OVR Lord, as wc are Chriftians. 
As fuch he has bought us with a price ; and whe* 
ther wc live or die, we are the Lord's. We are 
in a peculiar msfnner, his fubjefis, who is the Head 
over all things to the Church ; and we are obh'ged 
to believe Him to be, not only our Lord, but like- 
wife the Lord of all things : God the Father hav-» 
ing highly exalted Him, and giYtn Him a name 
above every name ; that at the fname of Jisvs 
every kneejh^uid boWy of things in heaven^ and ihingi 
in worthy ^nd things wider the earth ; that is, that all 
things fhouldbe fubjcA to his dominion, and every 
tongue fhould confefs, that Jefus Chrift is LoRDr 
to the glory of God the Father. . ' 

The third Article is, that Jefus Ghriitwas eoN« 

* Roai.i. 4,^ ' -f PhiU ii. 9| 10, »• 

E2 CZlVitt 



100 On the Apojlks' Creed. 

CEIVED BY THE HoLY GhosTj BORN OF THE 

Virgin Mary* 

Having declared our belief in his divinity, and 
his dominion, we next proceed to declare our belief 
of what He has done for us as man. Tiiat this 
eternal SonQf God did become man, is' affirmed 
by St John ; wha fays, * the Word, or Son of 
God, came down from heaven, was made Fkjb 
and dwck among us. The eternal Son of God ap- 
peared in the world in the fulnefs of time appointed 
by his Father ; took our nature upon Him,' and 
united or joined to the divine nature, the body and 
foul of a man. By the power of God the Holy 
Ghoft, a yirgin conceived in a miraculous manner, 
and brought forth her Son ; who, having been from 
the beginning with God, was now born of a wo* 
man, and made of the fubftance of iiis mother. He 
is, therefore, called Emmanuel ; which is a name 
ftrongly expreffive of his Divinity, and is, by in- 
terpretation, God with us. 
• By being born of a Virgin, t feveral predictions 
or fayings of Him in the Old Teftament, were ful- 
filled in Him ; which had faid that the Mefliah was 
to be of the feed of Abraham, and of the houfe of 
David. In this Article we declare our belief, that 
our blefled Lord was born in fuch a manner, and 
of fuch a perfon, as the Spirit of God had long 
fince foretold pf Him; and, therefore. He ap- 
peared by all thefe particulars, to be the Saviour^ 

* Joha it 14* t See Ifaiah \ii. 14. 

who 
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who was appointed by the determinate counfel ancf 
foreknowledge of God, to Hghten the Gentiles, 
and to be the glory of his people Ifrael. He came 
into the world in a miraculous manner, being born 
of a virgin, and not like others of the human race. 
But God can bring to pafs furprifing events, be*- 
yond and above the ordinary, courje of .nature, for 
the difplay or ihowijig forth of his power. - 

The firfl man tint ever lived was not born of a 
woman, and had his being and original dififerently^ 
from any of his Sons. God is not confined to any 
laws, but what his own wifdom has thought proper 
to ordain. He bed knows how to fuit tlie means 
to his defigns. It was his will, that hi& eternal Son 
fhould be born into this world for the redemption 
of mankind -y but He was to be exempted and free 
from (in, and to partake of our flefh/and blood in 
a different way from that, in which all created be* 
ings comi nt o the world. His mother was a pure 
virgin, and though betrothed to Jofeph, yet had 
never known man. So that Jefus Chrifi had no 
natural father, .but was conceived in a miraculous 
manner. It was neceifary that wonderful and ex- 
traordinary circumftances (hould attend the birth of 
this holy cliild Jefus, who was fo extraordinary a 
perfon, fent by God into the world on fo extra- 
ordinary a manner, as to teach mankind, and to die 
for the fins of the world. 

Our Saviour tells the Jews, that, though they 
boaftcd of Abraham as (heir father, yet fuch is the 

E 3 power 
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power of Gop, that He could, even from the ^fiones 
of the earth raife up children unto Abraham. Got) 
does not exert his almighty power, vwhen man is 
pleafed to demand a flgn from heaven, to con- 
£rm his belief in his marvellous a<5ts. But when 
the world was to be redeemed, and his Son was to 
appear is the world on this great and glorious de* 
£gn, He was ufhered^into it in an uncommon roan* 
ner. We cannot be furprifed at a human body's 
being produced in an unufual way, whenW^ ar^ 
told that our dead bodies, after fleeping for many 
years, are to be raifed at the laft day out of the d^ft, 
and to have our fouls united to them. The one it, 
perhaps a more furprifing miracle than the other ; 
scverthelefs we Jbelieve it, becaufe we know Gop 
can bring to pa(s whatever He pleafes. 
The fourth Article of oar Creed is, that thia 

JefuS Chrift. SUFFERED UNDER PoNTIUS Pi* 
LATE, was CRUCIFIED, 'dead AND BVRIBD» 

and that He desci))dxd into hell* 

Butherel fhati flop' for the prefent, left I bur. 
then your memories with loo much at once ; leav- 
ing you to think On what has been faid, and hoping 
you will attend again to hear the other parts of this 
Creed explained to you. 

Now to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, 
be afcribed all honour and praife, now. and for ever* 
more. Amen. 

\ • N(att. iii. 9. 

LEG. 






LECTURE IX. 

ON XH£ apostles' CR££D^ 

PART 11. 






Sr. John Chap. 17. Ver. -3. 

71/ J /V /_^ eUrnaU ^f^^f ^^^^y fnay knrwThee^ the only frm 
GoD^mtdiE^V^ Chr 1ST, whom Thou hafi/ent^ 

JN my lad Difcourre, I began with explaining 
to you at many of the Articles , of our Belief, aa 
I thou^t you were able .to remember at that time | 
and I invited you to attend again, and hear M^hat I 
had farther to fay to you on this infportant fulyeft. ^ 
It is of great confequence to. you, as there is only 
One Faith, that you (hould believe aright : for you 
are not to imagine, that it is a matter of as little 
importance what you believe concerning the Great 
God, his being, his nature^ and his woiks, as it 
is what you thihjc of common matters, which pafs 
befoe you in the world. Without faith it is im- 
poflible for you to pleafe GoD.' But a falfc fitli 
is as no faith at all ; and a true faith is that only, 
which agrees with the declarations which God hath 
made of Jlimfeif in the holy Scripture. Of this 
faith, I told you the chief points^were contained 

E 4 in 
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in that which we call the Apoftles' Creed, which is 
divided into twelve feparate Articles, Three oi 
tlicfe I have already exjilained 'to you. The firft, 
in which we declare that we believe in God the Fa- 
ther Almighty^ the Maker of heaven <md mirth ; the 
fecdnd, in which we believe in Jefus Chriji^ his 
only Son our Lord, called Jesus, which fignifies a 
SavioU'R, becaufe He came to fave us from the 
power of fin in this life, and from the punifhment 
of fin in the nextg and called Christ, becaufe 
He was anointed, or fpecially appointed, and fent 
into the world for this pirrpofe ; and therefofe 
Our Lord, hecaufeHe rules us by his hiws^; "jle 
confiders us as his fubjt;£b» and his fervants, as pe^ 
fons bound.by every tye o* duty to live in obedience 
to his u'ill arid authority. 

This Divine Peifon, when He thought it a fit 
time to appear upon earth for the falvation of ifiai- 
kind, lias conceived by the Holy Ghojf, was korn ofthi^ 
Virgm Mary ; boih which particulais liad been fore*^ 
told, and by both which He was eminently, diftin* 
giudiecl From all other ipen that ever were inhabi- 
tants of this earth : and yet, being born of a wo^ 
man. He was as truly man, as any of tl.ofe, for 
whofe fake He came into the viOikl, andluflered 
fuch things as 1 am juft now about to defcribe to 
you. 

The fourth Article is, that this good and meiciful 
Saviour of mankind suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, He was crucified, dead, and bu-. 

B.1ED, 
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RIED, AND DESCENDED INTO HELL. ThlS part 

of the fad, but wonderful ftory before us* in which 
you aud I, and every fouf from the days of Adam, 
even to the end of the world, are, ha^'e been, and 
will be, fo materially concerned, will be fuffieicnt 
for your confideration at this time. 

This Pontius Pilate, underwhomChriftfuf- 
fered, was a governor fent by the Roman Emperor, 
to fee that the Jews, whom he had conquered, paid 
the taxes, and in all things fubmitted themfelves 
as his obedient and dutiful fubjefts. The name of 
this Heathen is mentiened, to point out to us the 
exaft time when this- wonderful thing happened : 
and it was neceflary that He (hould fuffer under the 
authority, and by the direflion of a Heathen ruler, 
that the nature of his punifhment might be fuch, 
as the Prophets and Himfelf had foretold it would 
be ; when the Son of man (hould be, not ftoned to 
death, according to the Jewifli fentence ; but raifed 
up from the earth, and nailed, according to the 
Roman manner of punifhing the vileft malefaftors, 
to his crofs. As you are utter Strangers to this me- 
thod of infli6ling death, you are to be told,* that it 
has every thing belonging to it to. make it dreadful. 
It is a (hnmeful, a painful, and a lingering death : 
it is fhameful, becaufe the body is expofed naked' 
to the fpeftators ; it is painful, becaufe the moll • 
tender parts of the body, the hands and the feet, 
are pierced through with large nails, and the whole 
weight of the. body is fupported by thofe nails ; ir 

£5 U 
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is lingering, becaufe the wretched fufierer, who in. 
other cafes'is delivered from bit mifcry in a few 
minutes at the uiofi, is in the puDifiiment of cruci- 
fixion kept (cveral hours in a ftate of torment For 
all thefe reafons it was a puciiihnient infliAed on 
none but fiich, as weVe accufed of the moft noto- 
rious crimes ; of blafphemy againft God, or of 
murder, or of rebellion againft the State. Having 
Jaid thefe crimes to the charge of Jesus the Son of 
God ; crimes whichi^ even with the afliftance of 
falfe witneffes, ready to fwear any thing, they were . 
unable to prove, they proceeded, in deiianc*e of every 
rule of jufiice and equity, to put their barbarous 
purpofes in execution. 

Behold, then, the innocent Saviour of the world, 
led forth to be hited up on the croh, and hanging 
bet\yeen heaven and eaitb, a miferablefpeSacle to 
angels and to men ; a fight, by which, even the de« 
vils themfelves muft have been afFefled, -when Sin 
and Death were overcome, togel|ier with him that 
had the power of death, even the Devih At that 
moment. Death, by the fufiering of the Son of 
God, was di farmed of its power to deftroy us for 
ever ; and Gop our Saviour, by bis fubinifitoR to it 
for a while, obtained a viflory, in which the Saints 
will triumph to all eternity." 

We look not then, wuhout a mixture of forrow 

and joy, of (hame and gladn^fs, oi humility and 

gratitude, on the fufferings of j£S us hanging on 

. ihe croft. W-e laiiaent that He fufiTcred fuch things; 

but 
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^ 

but wc rejoice in the benefits received from his fuf- 
ferings ; we are grieved, that our fins rendered hi« ^ 
Ihameful death thus, neceffary ; but we rejoice, that 
his mercv hath condefcended to take the (hame, as 
well as the puniftment of our fins upon HimfcIF, 
to bear it in his own body on the' tree: we are 
gVieved, that the Son of GoD, the LoiVD of life ' 
and glory, (honld be under the neceffity of dying ; 
but we triumph in the thought^ that He therefore 
died, that we, and all that truly believe in Him, 
might live for ever. For that He not only wa* 
crucified, but that He remained on the crofs till He 
was aflu'ajly dead, is the next particular in the 
Creed, which we piofefs to believe : and much de- 
pends on the reality of this article ;' becaufe, if his 
death had not been complete, and beyond all doubt, 
his refurreftion would have loft fome of its mira« 
culous circumflances. But the Gofpel hiftorian 
gives us the fiilleft evidence of his being really dea^, 
and that, even before his fellow- fuflfererson the crofs ; 
which may reafonably enough be accounted for, by 
his extraordinary fufferings before his crucifixion.: 
for, when the wretched bodies had bufig, as it may' 
be fuppofed, the ufual time, and now the finifliirig 
ftrgke was about to be given, (from a motive of 
vain and idle fuperfticion, (hat the fabbath might 
not be profaned], the Jews befought Pilate, tbat 
their legs might be broken, and that (he bodies might 
be uken away ; upon which the foldieis brake the 
1^£s of tlie malefiiAors ; bnt wbea they came to 
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Jesus, and faw that he was dead already, tl.cy brake 
not his legs. It was impodible, indeed, that they 
fhould break his legs, becaufe David had prophelicd 
ihany hundred years before concerning Him, * ** He 
** keepeth all his bones, not one of them is broken/*" 
We believe, then, that the Lord and Giver of life, 
that we might live for ever, really, and to all in- 
tents and purpofes, fuffeied death upon the crofs ;. 
and we believe, alfo, that He was buried, by the 
pious care and attention of a rich man, one Jofephy 
ol Arimaiheay who had taken no part in the coiinfel 
and deed of the Jews concerning his death. Hi^ 
body was carefully laid in his own new tomb, hewn 
out of a rock, wherein no corpfe had ever hereto- 
fore been laid, that there might be no poflibility to- 
fufpeft the leaft fraud or deception. We believe 
that the facred body, whigh had afforded fuch a 
fpeftacle of fhame and reproach, as made even the 
lights of heaven withdraw themfelves from the fights 
was now treated with all the folemnities of decent 
forrow J wound in linen clothes, embalmed with 
fpices, and buried in an honourable manner. By 
which another prophecy was fulfilled,, which faid„ 
+ He made his grave with the rich at his death. 

His body thus difpofed of, and s^ entire fepa^ 
ration of the foul from its tabernacle of flefh having 
taken place, as in all other cafes pf deat];i, the next 
Article of our Belief is, that He descended 
INTO HELL. 

* FiaJm.xWY. IQ.^ i Ifalah liii. 9. -> 

What 
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What IS the exaft meaning of tbefe wor^^s, it 
may not, perhaps, be very eafy to determine* Many 
of the learned have thought differently on the fub- 
jeft ; thoug]> all agree, that He went to the place 
of departed fpirits ; to whom* the Apoftle St. Peter 
tells us. He preached. On what fubjeft we are no 
where told ; nor is it lieceflary for us to enquire. 
It is fufficient for us to believe, that even in thofe 
moments, wherein it might have been fuppofed He 
was in a flate of perfeft inaSivity, and, like thofe 
his faithful fervants, who departed hence in the 
Lord, at reft from his labours; his divine fpirit 
was neverthelefs aftive'in doing good, even in its 
flate of reparation from the body. For we arc left 
at liberty to fuppofe, that if there was room for 
mercy, joy, or comfort, in thofe regions of de 
parted fpirits, that mercy, joy, and comfort^ it was 
his gracious errand among them to proclaim and 
promife them. But we^are alfo to conclude^ that 
it was his purpofe to fhow his almighty power and 
dorninion over the fpirits and powers of darknefs ; 
and to declare, as in the words of the prophet, 
* deaths T am become thy death ; grave ^ I am be^ 
come thy deJlruSfion, This will more evidently ap- 
pear, .when I come to explain to you the glories of 
our Saviour's exaltation ; which began at Ihs refur- 
re£tion, and were further manifefied in his afcenfion ; 
when being lifted up on high, He led the t Authors 

f Ijlo&a xilU I4« ^ Pfalm Ixvui. iS» j . 
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rf 9uh captivity captive ♦, and gave gifts unto men, 
yea, even unto his enemies, that the Lord God 
Slight dwell among them. 

But you have heard enough for the prefent ; 
enough, I am fure* deeply to affe£l your minds, 
and,- 1 hope, fufficient to make every one of you 
the better for what you have heard ; which it cer- 
tainly will, If it has made you more fenfible of tlie 
hateful nature of fm ; and confequently more de« 
termined to avoid it for the time to come. You 
muft remember, that the end of all faith is improve* 
ment. Jt it. a vain thing for any of us to fay, 
** Lord, I believe," if we do not, by a fuitable 
holinefs of life, (how that this faith has its proper 
e(fe£l on our minds. 

Now it is impoflible for you to have attended me 
ferioufly through the feytTal particulars of this Dif- 
courfe, without feeling great forrow of h^rt, great 
fhame and confufion of mind, if you once recoK 
Ie£i, as we went along, that all which our Saviour 
underwent, was not for himfelf, but for you.-— The 
innocent Lamb of God was led to the flaughter, 
that you might live for ever, if you do but love 
Him, and keep his commandments ; the great Judge 
of heaven and eanh was dragged before an eanhly 
(inful judge, and there was iaifely accufed, un- 
righteouQy condemned, contemptuoufly fpit upon, 

* The'^original words will admit of this tranflation; and it is not 
taf^ to uoicr.tMiA th^niy ai (^ey are fou»d m mit BnsUfh verfion. 

. 4 prs;fanely 
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profanely bufletted, crueljy fcourged, and at length 
led out to be crucified , fhamefully hanged up be* 
tween two infamous malefaflors, pierced even ta 
hit heart with a fpear^ and all this, that before your 
heavenly Judge you may all be acquitted, on your 
fincere repentance, tbfough bis merits^ and for his 
fake, that endured fuch things on your behalf. 
The 'LoRB hath laid on Him the iniquity of u» 
all. By thefe hit flripes we are healed ; ^by this 
unworthy tieatment of Him we fliall be glorified^ . 
if 1t be not our own fauh, when He (hall come in 
glor}', feated in the clouds of heaven ; * and every 
eyejhall/ee Him^ and they a]j9 Aed pierced Him. 

Let this faith produce in you a true lov^and con- 
flant obedience to the Author of fo much mercy ; 
and let it prepare you for that hour, when this ; 
once-defpifed Saviour of manj^ind fliall appear in 
his awful character of Judge of heaven and earth. 
And may 'we all then lift up our heads with joy» 
knowing that .an eternity of glory and honour and 
happinefs drawet^ nigh ! 

For which bleSed fiate. Go d of his infinite mercy 
prepare ut alt by a true faith» abounding in thr fruits 
of holinefs, through Jefiia Chrtft oui Lqkd ; 

To whooit with the Father and the Holy Gboft, 
be given all Honour and Glory, and Pf aifoi hence* / 
forth and for evermore. Amen. 
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LECTURE X. 



©K THE APOSTtES' CREED. 



PART III. 



St. John, Chap. xvii. Ver. 3. 

This IS lije tternaly that they may know Tbee^ the only 
true God, andJzsvs Christ, whom thou hajijent. 

W H E N we laft met together, my Friends, our 
meditations were confined to a fubje£l, which could 
not but very tenderly affeft us. The fufFerings of 
the Son of God for our fake muft neceflanly fill 
our minds with ihame and forrow, whenever the 
fad flory is related to us. But it muft alfo raife in 
us the higheft notions of Go d's infinite love and 
goodnefs, in fending his only Son into the world, 
10. lay down his life for our falvation. The forrows 
of the crofs muft now yield to the joys and glories 
of our Savour's exaltation: for the next Articles 
of. the Creed, or Belief, lead us to confider Him as 
rifmg the third day from the dead^ as afcendlng int9 
2 Heaven, 
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Heaven^ and there Jeated. at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty^ till his return at the Idfl day t9 
judge the quick and the dead. 

Thefe fubje<3;s will Be fully fufficient for your 
prefent inftru^ion ; and tbei remaining Aiticles- of 
our Belief will be-refeved for tiie coficUitiitig-Dif- 
courfe on the Apoftles' Creed ; from which I hope 
you will have been able to receive fuch information; 
and knowledge', as may be fufficient to edify and 
build you up in the faith of-Chrift, and in the jJrac- 
tice of your duty to. God and rr^an. The firft 
Article then is, that Jeips Chfift our SaviouK 
hiiviiig been laid * in , tjie -j fepulchre, rose t k e 
THIRD DAY FROM THE DJiAD. This beinsc the 
great foundation on which the Chriilian rehgiott 
ilands, and 01;^ which all our hope's ,of eternal hiip^ 
pinefg are bujlt, it will be neceiTary more tally ^ta 
infift upon it. : • . • , ' '" • 

Wlien their Mailer expired on the crofs, the difn 
cipleg of Jefus Chrift, in general, gave up all a$ 
lofl : all their hopes were changed into difappoint* 
merit : all was horror and defpair. Two of them, 
we hear mournfully faying, * ** We trailed that 
this had been He that (hould have redeemed Ifrael ;'! 
addreflTing tliemfelvcs at the time, withOMt knowing 
it, to HiiTf who had died for tbeir offences, and wai 
rifcn again for their juftification. It had been fore- 
told by David, that the. Holy One of God, though 

• Luke xxiv. 21. 

He 
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He endured the p«ings of death for our fakes, fhould 
not be fufiered to fee corruption. *' Tliou wilt 
not," *£iys the Pfalmift in the perfon of Chiift, 
♦ *• Thott wilt not leave my foul in hell, neither" 
wilt thou fufTer thine Holy One to fee corruption," 
And this the holy Women, and the Apoftles Peter 
and John, found fully verified, when, going to the 
fiepulchre, they faw the linen clothes wrapped to- 
gether, where the bodyof Jefus had lain; and heard 
from the mouth of the angels, that the Lord, both 
•f the dead and living, wa» not there, but that H« 
had rifen from the dead. 

If you have attended to the chapter, which yon 
have heard fo frequently read to you at the burial 
•f your friends, you muft have obferved what flrefs 
the Apoftle lays on the dodrineof the Refurredion ; ^ 
u /. on thexertainty that thefe bodies of ours, which 
are laid in the earth, (hall be raifed again, however 
mouldered into their original dull, at the laft day. 
He there tells you, .that without this comfortable 
and important doArine, all our religion is vain : if 
Chrift be not rifen, then there ^is no refurre6\ion ; 
f #frr preaching is vain : your faith is vain; and w.e 
Chridians, perfecuted for our proFeflion of the 
Cofpel of Chrift, are, of all men, moil miferable ; 
witiiout comfort in this life, and without "hope in a 
better : but all difficulties are removed ; ai^d oiir 
refurre£lion to life eternal is made fure by that of 

r 

• Pfftlm x?i. 10. f I Cor. xv. 
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Jefus Chria from the dead. *• Now," fays St. PatO, 
^*' Is Chrift rifen from the dead, and He is become 
'• the firtt fruits of them that flept ;" as furely as the 
harveft fucceeded the offering of the firft fruits un- 
der the Law, fo certainly will the refurre61ion of 
the dead, at the tail day, when the harvejl ff tht 
earth is rife^ take place, in confequence of Chriil'» 
refurredion, who is become the firft fruits of them 
that now fleep^ or (hall hereafter flcep, in the grave. 
To confirm a do£lrine of fuch t:onfequence, our 
Saviour thought it right to continue not lefs than 
forty days upbn the earth, giving every proof of the 
reality of his return to life; eating and drinking 
with hit difciples ; freely converting with them ; 
perf#rming miraculous works before their eyes ; 
and exhibiting to the unbelieviAg Thomas, in par- 
ticular, the moft undeniable tokens of his pofieffing 
the very fame body, which had lately been hanged 
on the croft :«— * ** Reach hither thy finger, and be* 
'* hold my hands ; and reach hither thy hand, and 
thruft it into my fide; and be not faithlefs, but 
believing." Such a graciou^ condefcenfion pro- 
duced its full ^c& : the Apoftlc, thoroughly con- 
\ vinced, cries out, " My Lord, and my God!" 
acknowledging Him* who had fo lately been the 
fcorn of men, and the out-caft of the people, to be 
no pther than his Lord and his God: — He had 
Ihown Himfelf able to fulfil the, word, whrch He 

had 
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had faid, ** I have j)ower to lay down my lifcy 
and I have power to take it up again;" which St. 
Thomas well knew no one could poflihly have 
done, but He, in whom dwelt the iulnefs ot the 
Godhead bodilv. 

. Every aflurance then having cen given of the 
truth of his refurpeftion, while He was conveffing 
witii his Apoflles, He ascended into Heaven ; 
He was taken up, and acloud received Him out of 
their fight. This event had alfo been foretold by 
David, in the 6^th Pfalm ; who faid, *• Thou aft 
afcended on high, Thou hail led captivity captiye;" 
and the purpofe of his afcenfion is declared, viz* 
.*' To receive gifts for men, that the Loud Goi> 
might dwell among them." Claiil Himfelf had 
told his forrowful Difciples, that it was expedient 
for them that He fliould go away ; for if He di4 
not depart, the Comforter would not corner bi|t 
that when He was afcended. He would fend Him 
unto them. This then was one great purpofe of 
his afcenfion : another was, to be our Mediator^ 
which has been formerly * explained to you ; to 
intercede with the Father for us ; to lay before 
Him the merits and the value of his fufferings and 
death for our fakes ; and to plead in our behalf, 
that his facrifice of Himfelf may be accepted, to 
the eternal benefit of all that .repeiu them of their 
. fins, and obey the Gofpel 

♦ Sec page 5u 

The 
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The next Article of your faithr which prefents 
our Saviour as sitting kt the right hand 
OF God the Father Almighty, leads us to 
confider Him as employed in advancing our eteroal 
intcrefts in Heaven, in the Vay which hath been juft 
now mentioned : and though thisinuft not offer the 
leafl encouragement to a wilful continuance in fin, 
yet to thofe who have finned, it offers every poffible 
encouragement to repentance. * ** If any man fin, 
(and wIk) is there that hath not. finned ?) we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jefus Chrift the righ- 
teous ; and He is the propitiation for our fins ;'* 
but always remember that this propitiation, or 
atonement, is only applied to the pardon of fins 
truly repented of, and utterly forfaken* Every 
other fuppofition would be not only dangerous, 
but impious. We may confider Him as thus gra- 
cioufly and mercifully employed, till the end of alb 
things is at hand; and when, as God, -* He Qialk 
•* call to the Heavens from above, and to the Earth;* 
** that He may ju<lge his people;" then fhall the' 
thrones of earthly princes be caft down, and ** the* 
" Antient of Days fliall fit, whofe garment fliall be 
*' white as fnow, and the hair of bis head like 
'* the pure wool: His throne (hall bvi like the fiery 
^* .flames, and his wheels as burning fire : thoufand 
^' thoufands (hall minifler uirto Him, and ten thou- 
^^ (and times ten thoufand (hall (land before Him : 

2 Joha jU I. . 
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^ the judgment (hall be fet, and the books Oiall 
** be opened.** Thii is the Prophet Daniel's dc- 
fcription of that awful folemnity. St. John telli 
as, that,^ *' behold, He cometh with clouds, and 
every eye (hall fee Him, and they alfo which 
pierced Him ;" and the Angels which were at* 
tAidant on Him in his laft moments upon the earth, 
and the witneifes of his afcenfion, ^flure the aflo- 
Bifhed fpcAators, that the fame Jefus, whom they 
faw taken up from them into Heaven, fhould 
come in like manner as they had feen Him go into 
Heaven. 

Here, my friends, I would wi(h you to refleS a 
moment on the purpofe of his coming; the day and 
hour of which knowetb no man : His buflnefs will 
be t9 judge the quick and the dead. By the Quick, 
we mean thofe who fhall be alive when thi,s awful 
fvent (hall take place : fuch as •• remain," and arc 
•live at the coming of the Lord, " (hall not pre* 
*• vent,*' or be beforehand with " them which are . 
•• afleep ; for ♦ the Lord Himfelf (faith the 
•• Apoflle) (hall defjend from Heaven with a fhout, 
•* with the voice of the Archangel, and with the 
•• trump of God ; and the dead in Chrift fhall rife 
•• (irft : then they which arfe alive and remain, (hall 
*' be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
♦• to meet the Lord in the air ; and fo to be ever 
M with the Lord." ^ . 

The 
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The inflruQion which the Apoflle Af&w% Erom 

this do£lrine, < is the propereil application to be 

made of this Difcourfe. '! Ye know (fays he) that 

the day of the LoRD,'^ by which he means this 

day of judgment, ** fo cometh as a thief in the 

night : and when men Ihall fay, * peace and fafety/ 

vahily flattering themfelves that all is well with 

them, then fudden deftrufiion fliall come upon 

them, as .travail upon a woman wkb childt a^ndi 

they (hall not efcape.'* Thanks be co God, my 

brethren, ye are not in darknefs^ like tboie poor 

heathens, of whom I have juft been fpeaking. It 

has been my bufinefs, in all my former Difcourfes 

to you, to enlighten your minds with the know-^^ 

ledge of the truth ; and God's grace hach, I truft, 

fecunded my poor endeavours, and will yet con* 

tinue to profper them for your benefit. There is 

no drmger, if ye remember only what ye have this « 

day heard, that that day ftall overtake you as a 

thief. Ye are all, I hope, '* the children of Jight, 

and the children of the day," furniihed with fucb 

degrees of fpiritual light and knowledge, as will be 

fuUicient for the diredion of your feet in the ways 

of holinefs and peace. Bleffed be God, ** we are 

not of the night, nor of darknefs." But then let 

us remember, that our obligations to holinefs are 

increafed in proportion to the advantaged which we 

enjoy. We mull not fleep, that is, be idle and • 

■egligeht of our .Chrillian duty, as others do who 

live in darknefs and ignorance ; but we. muft 

" ivatch 
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** watch and be fober, putting on the breaft- plate 
*'' of faith and love, and, for an helmet, tbe hope 
•• of fxilvation: for God (he tells us) hath not 
*• appointed us to wrath, but to obtain falvation 
*• through our Lord Jefus Chrift, who died for 
•* us, that, whether we wake or fleep, we fliould 
*' live together with Him.'* 

To liv^ with God, is to be blefTed with every 
{)oirible degree of happinefs, of which our "nature 
is capable, and that to endlefs ages. Let us pray, 
iherpfore, that we may be fo enabled to difcharge 
our duty towards God and man, that we may be 
fo enabled (o live in a conftant preparation for. the 
hour of death, and for the day of judgment, that 
when He, who is the Great Author of our fpiritual 
life, fhdll appear, we may alfo appear with Him iii 
glory everlafting, and be made partakers of the joy 
of our Lord : 

To whom, with the Father and the Holy Ghoft, 
be given all honour, and glory, and praifc, world 
without end. ' Amen. 
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LECTURE XL 



ON THE AI^OSTLEs' CREED. 



PART IV. 



1 Cor. Cha]^. i. Ver. 2. 

Unto the Church of OOD^ which is at Corinth^ to 
them that are JknRified in Chrijl Jefus^ called to be 
faint s^ with all that in every place call upon the name 
^ Jef us Chrijl our ho KD» 

Jj^ HAVE endeavoured, in my- former inftruflions 
to explain to you, my friends, as far as our time 
aud opportunities would permit, moft of the Articles 
ef the Chriftian Faith, as they are contained in what 
we call the Apoftles* Creed. On this fubjeft I have 
fliown what we are taught to believe, concerning the 
glory and majefty of God the Father, andthe hur 
miliation and exaltation of GoD the Son ; who^ 
for us men, and for our falvation, came dowi^ from 
Heaven; was born and lived in a Tow efiate | was 
crucified, dead and buried, for ou^ fakei;^ ; , and was 

F rdfeA 
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raifed by his own divine power from th'e grave ; 
and fitteth on the right hand of the throne of God ; 
till He fhall come at the end of the world, to be ' 
our Judge. I hope y'ou attended to the feveral 
particular?, which I laid before you with as much 
plainnefs as the nature of my fubje£l would admit 
of; and I hope you will not be lefs attentive to* 
what I have further to fay to you on the remaining 
Articles of the Chriftian Faith. 

You have been taught to fay, " / believe in the 
HolV Ghost ;"bywhich you declare your belief, 
that the Holy Ghoft, or Holy Spirit, is God, equal 
in glory, majefty, and eternity, with God the Fa- 
ther and the Son, in a* manner which is above all 
human capacity to •omprehend ; but is heverthe- 
lefs to be believed, as moft affuredly declared in 
the Bible, which contains the words of unerring 
truth. 

The Holy Ghost, or Holy Spirit of God, is . 
X our director and guide, our helper and fupport, our 
refuge and flrength, the Author and giver of all 
fpiritual gifts. Thefe are the offices afligned to this 
divine Perfon in the holy Scripture. It was by His 
infpiration, that the Prophets and Holy Men of God 
fpake, when they delivered the words of eternal life 
to mankind. As the Father is faid to be the Crea* 
tor, and the Son the Redeemer, fo the Holy Ghoft 
is conlidered as the Sanflifier of men ; and as we 
are baptifed in the name of thefe Three Perfons, fo 
la thefe Three is the Chriftian required to profefs 

his. 
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his faith* When we are told th^t " it is Gob 
that workeih in us to will and to Ap of his good 
pleafure^" this is partici^rly fpoken of the Holy 
Ghoft. There are differences of operations on the. 
jieart of man, that he may profit withal ; which the 
ApoiUe tells us are all wrought by that one and 
the fame Spirit, which is- God* So that, when 
any of. you are difpofed to do what is good, it is 
Goo's Holy Spirit which inclines you to do it; 
and when you are made fenflble, that what you are 
tempted to do is evil, it is God the Holy Ghoit 
which prevents you^rom committing it. Ther6. 
fore we are taught to pray, that by the direSion of 
this^ Holy Spirit, 'i' we may have a right judgment 
in all things, and evermore rejoice in his holy com* 
fort.". . 

The next article o^ our belief is, that thb 
Church, of which w^ have the happinefs to be 
nidde members by Baptifm, is not only A*/>', but 
.catholic ; thit is, not limited like the Jewifli church 
to one particular nation or people, but univerfal 
(for that is the meaning of the word catholic] ; 
comprehending alienations of the world, that pro- 
fefs a true faith iiiithe Lord Jefus Qhrift, fubmit-. 
ting themfelves in all humility to his divine will, 
and to his facred ordinances and inflruSions* 

We believe alfo, that in this holy univerfal 
,Church, iheie is a CeMMiiKiON of Saints,; 
,tluit Saints, or holy perfiSiISi have communion witb 
aOo i),ai>d with tsacb other ; Th^ have communiiMi 

F 2 * * with 
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with God, I. By prayer; wheieby dependent crta- 
tures are perinitted to afk of God, whatevet is 
needfiil for their fouls ami bodies ; under a promifc, 
that if they afk any thing according to the will of 
God, if it is really heft for them, they fliall cer- 
tainly receive it : — Z. By reading and hearing Gop s 
holy Word, by which He fpeaks to mankind conti- 
nually in the writings of his infpired Prophets^ 
Hiflorians and Apoilles, and above alt, by his 
blefled Son, teaching us all what we mud believe 
stnd do to be faved : And laftly, hy his Sacraments 
of Baptifm and the Lord's Supper ; by the form^ 
of which we are admitted into covenant with GoD» 
and by the latter whereof we are flrengtfaened with 
might unto all goodnefs* The Saints have alfo 
communion or fellowfliip with each other; in as 
much as they are united together in the fame faith, 
employed in the fame adh of religious worlhip, 
tind engaged in the mutual exercife of love and 
good works. In the courfe of their affairs in this 
'World, holy men muft often have communion with 
iCnners ; but they mud have no fellowfliip with 
them in their fms ; they are as oppofite to each 
other as light to darknefs'. This Article of our 
faith teaches us particularly to confider the rela- 
tion, in which» as Chriflians, we fland to one 
another* We are members of the fame body, pro* 
feffprs of the fame faith, heirs of the fame promifes^ 
led by the fame fpirit, fuppbrted by the fame hope, 
tod looking (or tbe lame falvation through ChriA 

Jefui, 
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Jefps., How then .can we but feel onrfelyes bound 
to promote each other's bappinefr! How contrary 
k it to the nature, as well at the duty of faints, ov 
boly perfons» to live i» en(^ity wijth -one another ! 
The next Artick of liie f*ith which we profefs, 

is THE FORGIVENESS QF SJNS. , '\ 

Sin is the tranfgreQion of the Law of GoD^r— » 
And whereas the very befi oi us^have departed froni 
this law, or rule oflife, doing wjbat it forbids, or 
negle£ling to do what i,t command^, we have, every 

one of us, caufe to confefs. that^we are finners« 

^ ' '■>■ ... ■ ■ ■ ■ 

•• If we fay that we have no fin, -^we deceive our- 
felves, and the truth is not in us." Now '' the 
wages of finis death;" and if nothing had been 
done to deliver us from that dreadful fentence, we 
mud have furely died a worfe. death, than that of 
the body, we mud have fufFered the death of the 
foul, and have been feparated. from Goo, the 
Author and Giver of life ; and excluded from hap* 
pinefs, and glory, for ever and ever. But thankt 
be to God, through whofe mercy a Saviour hat(t 
appeared^ to put away fin by the^facrifice of Him* 
felf; Chriil hath once fufiPeredfsyr fin Sy the ju ft for 
the unjufi* He who had no 'fins of his own to 
fufier for, was wounded for our tranfgrefiions ; He 
was bruifed for our iniquities ; He was deliyere4 
unto death for our offences. And we believe, that 
through his fufferingQ, and death, the puhifbment 
due to our fins is removed from us ; God isb ecom^ 
a reconciled Father to his children ; having gra- 

F 3 ' cioufly. 
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cioufly accepted the de^th of his blefled Son, as i 
full, perfed, and fufEcient facrifice and fatistaflion 
lor the fins of the whole worM. But here it ia 
very neceffary, th^t I (hould guard you again A 4 
bad ufe that mav be made of this mod comfortable 
Article of our faith. You are never to forget 
tliat what Chrifl hath been pleafed to fufT^^r for fin, 
hath taken away none of its hateful nefs in the fight 
of God. Both fin, and the finner, who commits 
It, are neverthelefs abominable to Him, who in 
holinefs and purity itfelf^ You muft not therefore 
look for the forgiyenefs of thofe fins, which yot| 
have not fir ft forfaken, with fliame and forrow that 
ever you committed them ; and after all muft re*' 
rcember, that yous repentance only qualifies you to 
receive forgivcnefs, by making you proper objeda 
cf that mercy* which God, for the fake of Jefutf 
Chrift, is ready to beftow on every penitent and 
returning finner. And furely you cannot but lova 
God, whenever you refleft how great things He 
hath done, that your fins might be forgiven. Surely 
you can never continue in fin, if you really love 
God, as you profefs to do : the love of Goi>, ar\d 
the love of fin, cannot dwell together in the fatr© 
breail. Draw nigh then to the Father of Mercies, 
and Dy, every one of you, in the fihcerity of his 
heart, '* Father, I have finned againft heaven and 
in thy fight ; and I am not worthy to be called thy 
fon." ^ Then will God receive you to his mcrcy^ 
for the fake of that which Jefus Cbriil has done,. 

and 
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and IS con|^i|Bally doing for you, at the right han«i 
of the Father ; He will forgive you all that is paft, 
and ensile you, by hi^grace^ which you mud afk 
for in your daily prayers^ to continue in tL}« way of 
holinefs unto your life's end ; and when your bodies 
.(hall beraifed again attlie lad day, which is^the ^ext 
Article that you are required to believe. He will 
make .you partakers of life everlading* 

The RefurreBion^ or i ifing agaiu of ilie body, to 
thofe who have a right f^ith in Goi>, apd a welW 
founded hope in his mercy thorough ChridI is an 
article fo full of comfort, that it blunts the edge of 
the iharped fufieiings, to which we C4a be expofed 
in this world. i 

MaXiy of you, my poor brethren,, that now hear 
me, are in want of thofe ble(ring» wA conve- 
niences of life, which others enjoy in great abun- 
dance. Now, is it not a xomfortabk thought to 
fuch of you, that when a few years are pad^ yoMr 
peri(hable bodies (hall be decently committed to the 
earth ? You will be quietly laid for a time, in that 
place, " where the wicked ceafe from troubling, 
and where the weary are at reft ;*' where *• tlvc 
prifoners reft together,'^ and hear not the voice of 
the oppreflbr ; where both fmull and greeit are laid, 
and ♦ the fervarU is free fronk his majler ; after 
which, if you have been but faithful to GoD, and 
fober» diligent, and boneft in your dealings with 

• Jobii*. I9« 
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men, ycu ffiall arife to a new life of 1|uu)inefc that 
(ball never have an end. 

There is one thing, indeed/ in this world, which 
can never be fufBciently lamented : I mean, a ftate 
of poverty and wretchednefs, rendered flill more in* 
fupportableby the torment of a guilty confcience.— 
When the world frowns tipon you, and difficulties 
and misfortunes fufround you, and you cannot look 
up to heaven for comfort ; I grant that your fitua* 
tion is mod deplorable : but if you can raife your 
thoughts with holy confidence towards Go b^ and 
by faith behold the Father of Mercies as your 
friend ; you may then, with courage and refolution, 
brave the fiorms of this tempeftuous world ; ina fure 
9UQd certain hope of reft, and peace, and joy, when 

• your fouls and bodies (hall be again lanited, and 
you (hall fiand before God. at the laft day* In 

' what marmer the reiitrreflion of the body (hall be 
brought to pals, is not your concern, neither need 
it be made the fubjed: of your enquiry^ It is a 
truth, as certain as that you now live, apd hear me 
declaring it to you, on the authority of the Word 
of God. To the power of Gob all things are' 
poflfible J and He, who, by his Word, made the 

.world and all things therein, can/ by his Ward» 
coUcdl the fcattered parts of it together, and bid 

'your dead bones live again : He, in whofe book are 

^iall ouf ^members written, can & replace thpra by 
his almighty power, that every one •• may receive 
H according to the things done in his body, whe- 

ther 
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# 

•■ thcr Aey be- good or bad." The belief, of this 
Article depends on our belief of the RefurreQion q!^ 
Chrift ; which, therefore, was proved to the world 
in every way that it was capable of being proved r 
it had the tefiimony o^ friends and of enemies, of 
angels, and of Goo. It was neceifary that a doc* 
'trine fo important fliould be eftabliQied in the 
ftiUeft manner : becaufe in the certabty of ChrifFt; 
refurredion that of all mankind Js included.. Let 
the belief of this truth, that your bodies^ ihal} bt 
raifed again, make you careful not to defile them: 
by fin ; that they may beprefented pure, holy^ and 
imdejBied before Gon, when t^e trumpet ftalt 
awaken- them from the dufi^ and fummon you U^ 
judgment. 

That the confequfence of this judgment will Be^ 
Life £t£Rlasting to tbe righteous is the con» 
eluding article of our belief; and^al(b, is ado£);'ri;ie 
: fo full of comfort, that it is alone fufficient to raife 
the drooping fpirit, to ibfiain-the fainting heart,. to< 
fweeten youi* prefent miferies^ to lighten your heavy: 
burthen», to encourage you ia all dangers^ and toh 
fttpport you in all adverfities* 

By THE Life Everlasting we underftand^: 
that when the body,, which hath lain in the dufl o£ 
the earth, ihall again be united with the foul^ a 
nfe that never (hall have an end, Oiall take place* 
Confider^ then, how nearly you are concerned to* 
take care that the fiate, on which you fliall hereafter 
enter, be a fiate of happinefs and uofpeakablft joy*. 

^$ Thip 
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This, you know, depends on the^ life you lead in tke 
prefent world' ; an everiafting life of bappinefs, jne 
aflured, it will be to tfaofe, *wb^ have here led 'a 
godly and achriftian life, doing the will of Go3> 
from the heart ; a&irig always as in his fight ; dili- 
gent in their feveral duties — confiant in their ' reli- 
gious fervices---humble in their opinion of thenb- 
felves — charitable in their fentiments of othera-4- 
kind and gentle in their behaviour — chafte and pure 
in their converfation — meek and contented in their 
fituation — juiland upright towards all men; andy 
after all, trufiing not in their own righteoufpefs fcr 
acceptance and falvation, but looking up to Jefus, 
the author and finiflier of their .faith, for admii&on 
into that heavenly kingdoin, which he hath opened 
for the reception of all that believe and obey the 
GofpeL I forbear to defcribe the miferies of thofe^ 
who,, by their folly and wickednefs here, deprive 
themfelvesof all hope of happlnefs in another world ; 
it were bad enough, to be baniftied for ever from 
the prefence of God, the fountain andgiver of every 
blefling ; but to be tormented for ever with evil 
fpirits in afire which never ihall be quenched, is to 
be in fuch a fiate, that I hope the bare mention of 
it witl be fufficient to diTcourage you all from fuch 
a life of diiobedience, as would lead you to it* 
From this (late Chrifl has died to deliver you- all ;; 
and, inAead of it, to putyou inpofleflion of a life 
of joy and happiocfs, which Qiali know no. end*. 
Be ye faithful, therefore, unto the *end. of your- 

livc% 



On the Apoftks' Creed. 131 

lives, and obedient to his will ; and then fliall ye 
find, to your unfpeakable comfort, the peace which 
pafleth all underilanding : ye (hall then experience 
the truth of that declaration of the Apoftle, St. Paul 
that whatever aiQidions may epprefs you for a mo- 
ment, (halt' be fucceeded by a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory in heaven : 

Which GpD in his infinite mercy grant to us 
all, through the merits, and for the (ake of His 
ever-bleffed Son, Jefus Chrift our Lord, to whom, 
with the Father, and the Holy Ghoft, be given all 
honour,, and glery, and praife, in time.and eternity*. 
Amen*. 



I- 






*e- vsG. 



LECTURE XIL 

ON THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD*S SUTPERi 



1 Cor. Chap. XI, Vcr. 23, £4, 25. 

1 

The Lord J ejus y the fame nighty in which He tvas be^ 

trayedy took bread : 
And when He had given thanks , He brake it^ andjaid% 

Take^ eat : This is my body^ which is broken for you : 

This doi n remembrance of me. 
After the fame manner alfo He took the cup^ when He 

had fuppedy faying y This cup is the New Teftament 

in my blood : This do ye, as oft as ^ye drink it, in re* 

membrance of me, 

XN owe of my former Difcourfes, I told you, my 
Friends, that I would endeavour to make you 
underftand the nature and defign of another folemn 
office in the Chrifiian Church, called the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper ; in which fervice we re* 
member the great love of our mafier and only S*- 
viour, Jefus Chrift, in dying for us on the Ccofs* 
I told you in one of the firft of thefe Lefliures, that 
Jefus Chrift came into the world to fave iinners. 
Chrift, the Sou of God, who had no fin of his own 
to fufifer for, was willing to become a facrifice for 

OUP 
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Qur Gns ; that fothe fentence of GoDagainft (itinert 
might not be executed : He had faid, the foul that 
Jinneth Jhall forefy die ; by which is not meant merely 
fuch a death as you, and I, and all fle(b muft un- 
dergo, when our breath fliall depart from our bo- 
dies ; but a much worfe death than this, which the 
foul of the wicked muft endure,- when it ihall be 
feparated from God, in whofe prefence it would 
otherwife have lived for evermore. To prevent fo 
much evil to the foul as this, God himfelf ordains, 
tliat Jefus Chrift, his only Son, equal in power, 
majefty, and glory with Himfelf, fliall become man, 
•ihall be born of a virgin, in a manner too wondec« 
ful for us thoroughly to underfland, and concern- 
ing which we need not, we ought not, curioufly 
to enquire, but to believe that fo it is, becaufe a 
God of truth hath declared it. And Jefus .Chrift 
Himfelf moft freely undertakies this office of mercy, 
to fave mankind. He is born the fon of a poor, 
as well as pure' virgin ; efpoufed i6 a man, mean 
in his outward fiation, but irreproachable in hii 
, charaQer and conduct ; defcended, as well as the 
Virgin Maiy, from the Houfe of David, and, there- 
lore, of a royal family. During his infancy a;id 
childhood. He retired with his parents, and was 
^fubjeSf unto them y- He was ready to siSift in the 
occupation of his father, and was obedient to his 
commands ; giving us an* example, even in this his 
retirement, of diligence in ou^^ fiation, and fub* 

* Iittkeiil.514 ' - 
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miffion to our parents, and to thofe 4hat are fel 
over us. When He was twelve years old, we heaBi 
indeed, of his (howinga degree of wifdom and un« 
tlerftanding more thail belongs- to man ; when, fit* 
ling in the midft of the Jewifli Do3ors, He con- 
founded and furprized them with the queftions which 
He aiked, 'and the anfwers which he gave. We 
bear no mere of Him till the fulneft of the time 
'Was come, when He was to go forth among men, 
to preach the Gofpel to fuch poor as yourfelves^; . 
not cfaufing the rich in^this world, but fuch as went 
rich in feith, ready to hear his fermons, and will* 
Ing to do what He commanded them. To the wif« 
dbmof his words, He added the power of his mi- 
racles ; by which youaretoundjcrftand, fUch won- 
derful works as no- mere man could ever have 
performed ; fuch as healing the fick in a moment; 
• feeding thoufands with a ffew loaves of bread ; giv^* 
ing fight to the blind, hearing ta the deaf, fj^eecfa 
10 the dumb, and even life to thofe that-had. been- 
dead, and had'been Taidfor lbmeday» in the grave. 
The winds and the fea were obedient to his word* ;. 
^and when He faidto thera, "Peace, be ftill/* theirr 
nige and fury ceafed in an inllant; Even the de« 
vils were fubjed' to his power, and departed, att 
bis command, out of * tbofa that were pofiefledhy. 
diem. 

And nowi methinks, t hear you ftying, ' • WKat 
ableffingwas fuch a perfon to the world; and par-, 
licularly totbepeoplei anooBg whom He thought 
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proper to abide ! How delighted rauft they be to fee 
and hear Him ! How anfeignedly muft they love 
Him ! How clofely mull thejr follow Him ! 'How 
eagerly muft they crowd around Him, to hear hi^ 
gracious words, and be benefited by his works^ of 
niercyand kindnefft!'' But how will you hefurprifcfi 
CO bear, that the converts which He made were veiy 
few, whilft his enemies were many in numberj nay, 
that * He was defpifed and reje£ledx)f men ; and that 
"while H« was going about, and doing good where- 
foever He went. He had not a place where to lay 
his head : He was a man of forrows^ s^nd acquainted 
with grief. Even they for whofe benefit, above all 
others, He came to preach the glad tidings of faU 
vation ^among them, even they who had been ios 
ages diftiiiiguifhed as the people of Gon,. receivet^l 
Him not. Thus were three years of his precious, 
but comfortlefs life, fpent ki doing good, and re- 
ceiving nothing but evil in return ; except from a 
few poor ignorant fifliermen and others,, who wexe 
ready to obey his call, and joined tbemTelves to Him 
, toliften tohis dod^rines, and to follow his inftruc- 

tions. Even one of thefe, who were in,number no 

• 'I 

more thaa twelve,^ proved a traitor, suid for a fmaill 
(urn of vnonj defected his. Mailer^ and betrayed 
Him ; betrayed Him under the appearance of more 
than ordinary bve and friendfliip«. When the JjswiQi 
rulers were defirous.to apprehend Him, this wicked 
wretch (good bad it been foi^bim if be bad. sever 

t^ been 
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been born !) gave them a fign how they might know 
for a certainty, which was Jefus, whom he under- 
took to betray to them ; — " Whomfoever I (halt 
kifs," fays he, " the fame is he." — ^Accordingly, 
upon the foldiers' and officers' appearance, Judas, 
the vile betrayer of his Mafier, ran up to him, and 
with traitorous lips he cries, '* Hail, Mafier !" and 
kifTed him ; upon which they inftantly advanced to- 
take Him. At their fir ft approach, by the power of 
his word, He ftriick them to tlve ground ; but after- 
wards He dehvefed Himfelf up to their will. — If I 
(hould dwell on the particulars of what followed, and 
defcribe to you the fuffering3 of this innocent and 
holy perfon ; how he was buffetted with their 
hands, — frpurged with rods,— crowned with thorns, 
-—dragged from one judge to another, — accufed by 
falfe witnefles, — forfaken of all his difciples,— *and 
denied over and over by one of them in particular^ 
who had faid he would fooner die than deny hir 
matter ; — if I (hould carry yoo towards the place of 
bis death, and ftiow you your Sa>^iour, fainting un* 
der the weight of that crofs, upon which He was- 
foon to be lifted up ; — if I were to defcribe Him,, 
pierced through his hands and feet with great nails, 
and hanging raiferably and difgra<?€^Wly between, 
two thieveSf from nine o'clock in the morning, till 
three o'clock in the afternoon, full of pain and tor* 
ment ; calling upon God, his heavenly Father, in 
thofe words, which David had faid, a thoufand years 
befere, He would i[make ufe of ; ** My God ! my 

God 
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God ! why haft thou forfaken mc ?*- — if I fliould 
reprefent to you, the vail of the temple fplit afua- 
der, — the rocks rent,— the fun entirely darkened at 
noon-day,— the graves opened, — the dead arifing, 
-and all nature, heaven, earth, and the grave, con- 
founded and amazed* at this aftonifliing event : — ^I 
fay, if I were to dwell on thefe afieSing particulars, 
as I might, I know not whether you would feel more 
horror at the aA, or hatred againft the a£lors in this 
dreadful bufinefs : I know not whether you would 
be more apt to lament and bewail the miCSry and 
fufFerings, or admire and adore the love and good*- 
nefg, of the Son of God. Your hearts, even now 
muft needs bum within you at this poor imperfeft 
ftory of his woe : how much more deeply would the 
fight itfelf have affeSed you i His agony, which 
produced great drojps of bloody fweat, would have 
amazed, you ; his patience under it would have afto- 
niftied you ; while in the midft of his torment He 
cried out, *• O my Father rnot my will, but thine be 
done," Your blood, methinks, would have boiled 
with rage again ft his perfecutors ; you would have 
been ready to infli£l a thoufand deaths on Judas tliat . 
betrayed Him ; on Pilate that condemned Him ; on 
tlie Scribes and Pharifees that endeavoured toenfnare 
Him ; on the perjured witnefles that gave' falfe evi- 
dence againft Him ; and on that blafphemous rnul- 
titude, which preferred a murtherer before Him.^- 
But let me befeech you to confider, what fliare you 
yourfelves, as the finful childrea of Adam, had in 

ihcfc 
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thefe tranfaSions. Was it not becaufe the iirft 
Adam had eaten (he fruit of the forbidden tree, that 
the fecond Adam, which is Chrift, was hanged on 
the accurfed tree of the crofs ? Though tlie Jews 
were the wicked inflruments, were not our fins th« 
firft great caufe, in the fufTerings and death of Him, 
who is the Lord of life ? Did He not bear our fin« 
in his own body on the tree, that we, through Him, 
might be faved ? And thus was the guilt of all our 
fins, if fincerely bewailed and forfaken, (for which 
ten thoufand facrifices would never have been able to 
-atone) wafhed away by his precious blood. Nothing 
lefs than the blood of Hjm, who. was God as well 
as man, could eveV h&ve purified us from the guilt, 
•r have delivered us from the punifh^ient of fin. 
You will all then agree with me in magnifying the 
pardoning grace and mercy of God, in fending his 
' Son into the world. Indeed, you cannot be affeQed 
-as you ought with what you h^ve juil pow heard 
defcribed, and not aflt with David, *• What reward 
ihall I give unto the Lord for all thefe benefits, 
which, by his precious blood-fliedding. He hath ob- 
tained for me?*' Now, if you really arc in earned 
• when you afk this queftion, the fame infpired Writer 
.will fupply you with an anfwer, and. you will be 
ready to imitate his example : * I will rscerue^ fays he, 
the cup of JalvatUn^ and will call upon the name of the 
Lord. But in order to your rightly underflanding 
what is meant by the Cup of Salvation,. I mud d^ 

fira 
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fire you to remember what were the words which 
I delivered to you in the beginniDg of this Dif- 
V courfe : The Lori> JESUS, the fame night in which 
He was bet rayed t took bread ; 

And when He had given thanks^ He brake it^ and 

faid^ Take, eat; this is my body which is broken for 
, you : This do in remembrance of me. 

. After the fame manner alfo he took the cup, when 
He had fupped, faying : This cup is the New Tejia^ 
merit in my blood: This do ye^ as often as you drink it^ 
in remembrance of me. 

You here fee the true meaning, and intention of 
this holy Sacrament ; but yet thefe words do not 
fully fet before you the benefits arifing from the^ 
obfervation of it. ' 

The Lord Jefiis, more attentive to the future be- 
nefit of his jGhurgh, than regardful of his own ap« 
proaching fufferings, the very night, in which He 
was about to be betrayed, and delivered up into the 
band^ of his enemies^ took bread, in the prefertce 

.of his difciples ; and when He had given thanks; 
(teaching you neyer to eat or drink, without a thanks 
fill heart and a thankfgiving tongue) He b^ake th^ 
bread, and gave it to them, faying> '^ Take, eat, 
this is my body, that is, a moft fignificant Tokeii 
or Reprefentaiion of that Body which is about to 
be given for you and ^broken on the crofs : take 
and eat this, and do it in remembrance of me : 
whenever ye eat the bread thus broken, and de* 
livered to you in this holy Sacrament, remembef 
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my body broken for your fakes ; and whenever you 
drink of tbis wine, remember that it is the neareft 
reprefentation that can be made of my blood poured 
out on the Crofs, for the falvation of mankind : and 
thus wiir ye be fhowing fonh the Lord's death, 
till He Cometh to judge the world.'* 

It may be neceffary, however, here, to caution 
you againft an error, into which many that are bet- 
ter informed in other matters than yourfelves, have 
fallen ; who fancy, that, becaufe we are required 
to eat of that Bread, and to drink of that Cup, in 
Remembrance ^^Christ, this is the only purpofe of 
receiving the holy Communion : if this were all, 
it would be little more than an unprofitable c'ere^ 
mony, and the befl purpofes of its infiitution would 
not be anfwered. Much more is implied in this 
religious fervice; in which, we not only call to 
our remembrance what great things our Lord and 
Saviour hath done and fuflered for us; but we alfo 
profefs our faith in the alKfufficient merits of His 
facrifice, when His body was broken, and His blood 
was poured out on the Crofs ; we declare our thank- 
fulnefs for fuch an infiange of His unfpeakable 
xnercy : and, by joining with our Fellow- Chriftians 
in this mofi foleran a£l of our religion, we (how 
forth our charity towards all men ; our communion 
and fdlowfliip with thofc in particular, who are en*- 
gaged in the fame fervice, who are partakers of tire 
fame fpiritual privileges, and hope to be admitted 
4d the fam9 glory with ourfelves. We call to our 

remem- 
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• 

remembrance thofe declarations of Chrift Himfelf, 
which we cannot apply to any other than this Sa- 
crament ; wherein He declares, that He is * the 
Bread efLife ; — the Living Breads which came down 
from Heaven ; — and that if any man eat of this Breads 
(always fuppofing it to be done with an holy and 
fuitable difpofition of mind) he Jhatt live for ever: 
We reca^ll to our minds that word of His, which 
ought to infure our conftant obfervance of this 
duty, and which offers the greateft encouragement 
imaginable to every worthy receiver : t Except ye 
eat the flejb of the Son of Man^ and drink his bloody 
ye have no life in you : fVhoJo eateth my flejh^ and 
drinhth my bloody hath eternal life^ and I will raife him 
up at the laji day ; For myjlejh is meat itideed^ and my 
blood is drink indeed: He that eateth my flejh^ and 
drinketh my bloody dwelleth in me^ and I in him* 

Is it poffible, that thefe expreflions can relate to 
any thing, but to the fervice, which I am at this 
time recommending to you ? And is it poffible to 
conceive greater bleflings, than are here annexed to 
the performance of it ? Without receiving the body 
and blood of Chrift, we are declared to be fpiritually 
dead ; but if we duly receive it, we have the privi« 
lege af being united with Chrift:— "'we dwell in 
Him, and He in us ; we are one with Chrift, and 
Chrift with us ;" and we have his gracious promife^ 
that He will raife us up at the. laft day ; which ex^ 
preflion implies the greateft of all poffible bleftings : 

• Jolw ^u 4I, 51. + John T. 53, 54, 

For 
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For though, at the Jail day, it '\% true that all men 
ihall .rife again with their own bbdies, that all may 
be judged according to their works; yet here our 
Saviour muft be underftood as encour^ing us to 
the obfervance of this duty by a moll gracious 
promife, that fuch as have fhown forth their faith 
in His death, ihall be raifed up to be partakers of 
His Everlafting Kingdom. Thefo confiderations, 
I hope, will be inftead of a thoufand arguments, to 
induce you to think yourfelves guilty of an omiflion 
and negleft of a poGtive duty, whenever you tufh 
your backs on the Lord's Table, dt a time when 
the holy Communion is about to be adminiftered. 
You certainly defpife the heft means of furthering 
your growth in gracfe now, and of brightening your 
profpeft of eternal glory hereafter. 

» rom what I have faid, you will fee how necef- 
fary itis, that you (hould engage in the perform- 
ance of this, as of every other rdigious fervice, 
with all poffible ferioufnefsj and reverent attention 
of mind. 

When you are about to receive this bread and 
wine, you are to draw nigh, with a deep fenfe of 

. the hatefulnefs of fin in general, which made it 
neceffary that the body of Chrift (hould be broken, 
and his blood poured out on the Crofs, io fave 
us from the puiiilhmcnt juftly -due to our fins : 
and you piuft remember, with unfeigned forrow, 

; that though you had no fliare in cru<;ify!ng your 
Saviours yet you have fet at, nought his. fuflerings, 

.'■. * when- 
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whenever you have been neither afr.ud nor afhamed 
to difregard his threatenings, and difobey his laws* 
This you muft ferioufly call to mind, - whenever 
you are about to receive thefe tpkens of your Sa» 
viour's love, and of his fufFerings tor your fake ; 
and you muft refolve, for the time to come, more 
frequently to remember what He hath done and 
fufFered for you, and to make a better return for 
hi? merciful kindnefs. You muft believe, that God 
is able, and you muft be tliankful that He is willing 
and defirous, to beftow on you the blefling of eternal 
life, for the fake of Him, who fuffercd death upon 
the c^-ofs, to purchafe that ineftimable blefling for 
mankind. 

But there Is one difpofition of mind, which, above 
all others, you muft bring with you to this heavenly 
•feaft ; and that is, a perfe£l good-will towards ^all 
men ; even towards your/ enemies : if you have a 
quarrel againft any, you muft firft be at peace with ' 
him, and heartily reconciled : if he refufes to be 
reconciled to you, this is not to hinder you from 
the obfervance of this duty : if you are ready and 
willing to forgive him, you have the difpofition and 
frame of mind which is expefted from you ; and 
you may then, fo far as' chriftian charity is con- 
cerned, draw near with faith, and take this holy . 
Sacrament to your comfort. And be aflured, that 
you will find it the beft prefcrvative againft fin ; the 
beft fupport under all your troubles ; the beft remedy 
for all the difeafes of your minds : you will grow more 
.- ,- . ' .#fobcr. 



